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Social Marketing and Health Communications –  
Skills for the Public Health Practitioner 
 

Course Description 
This hands-on one-day training course will provide practical tools and strategies on how social marketing and health communication 
can be used in public health practice.  The course will introduce participants to the social marketing and communication planning 
process, and will cover strategies that can be used in public health interventions.   Course content includes:  social marketing/health 
communication planning process, and an overview of major communication strategies, including strategic use of the news media 
and social media.  Participants will learn how to select appropriate communication strategies for a given health issue and will receive 
supervised hands-on experience from a series of exercises.   At the end of the training participants will be able to: 
 

 Identify key components of the social marketing and health communication planning process  
 Discuss the value of the use of news media and how to apply it to particular issues 
 Determine which communication strategies are appropriate for which behaviors  
 Describe the channels and strategies that can be used for health education and their strengths and weaknesses 

 
This workshop is sponsored by the Region IV Public Health Training Center. For March 21, Continuing Education credits are approved 
and will be provided free of charge to registrants for CMEs, CNEs, CEUs, and CECH. Please note: Your registration for this training is 
a firm commitment that you will attend the training.  If you are unable to attend, please email m.carvalho@emory.edu as soon as 
possible so that others may attend. 
 
Speaker Description: Cynthia Jorgensen, DrPH  
Cynthia Jorgensen has been an adjunct professor at Emory University School of Public Health for the last 25 years.  She teaches 
courses on risk and health communications, as well as the introduction to behavioral science theories.   

Dr. Jorgensen also works at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, where she is the Lead for Communication, Education 
and Training in the Division of Viral Hepatitis.  She is responsible for designing and implementing educational and communication 
campaigns to reach health professionals, the public and persons at risk for viral hepatitis infection.  Prior to joining the hepatitis 
division, Dr. Jorgensen has also worked in the Division of Cancer Prevention and Control.  In that position, she lead the development 
and implementation of many different health communication initiatives, including the award winning “Choose Your Cover,” skin 
cancer prevention campaign; “Screen for Life,” a national colorectal cancer screening campaign;  and an interactive computer-based 
tool for gathering and analyzing family history information – which has a patent pending for CDC.  Prior to that, Dr. Jorgensen 
worked in HIV/AIDS prevention on many of the federal government’s early AIDS education and training efforts.   

Dr. Jorgensen is a Past President of the national Society for Public Health Education (SOPHE), and a Past Chair of CDC’s Behavioral 
and Social Sciences Working Group.   Teaching activities performed by Dr. Jorgensen  
are in her private capacity. No official support or endorsement by CDC is intended  
or should be inferred. 

 
 
 

The Social Marketing and Health Communications – Skills for the Public Health Practitioner Workshop is free and limited to 
the first 30 individuals with confirmed (paid) registration to the GPHA Annual Meeting & Conference. 

 
 

 

 

 

Hilton Atlanta 
Pavillion Room 216 

March 21, 2016 
9:30 - 5:00 pm 
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Pre-Conference Workshop 

Public Health Informatics: Using Information to Impact Public Health Practice 
Course Description 
This course is designed for public health professionals who are seeking an overview of public health informatics. Participants do not 
need to have specific skills in informatics, but a desire to develop knowledge in this area. 

Since public health informatics is an emerging field, few public health practitioners have been formally trained in informatics. 
Therefore, topics will cover an introduction and history of public health informatics, public health surveillance, national standards, 
interoperability, privacy, and emerging trends in public health informatics. The main goal of the training is for participants to gain a 
better understanding of using information to improve public health practice. 

By the end of this training, participants will be able to: 
Define public health informatics 
Describe the history of public health informatics 
Describe the role of standards relevant to informatics projects and public health information systems 
Summarize legal and ethical issues related to public health informatics, including privacy, interoperability, and information 
security 
Locate various types of data and data sources at the local, state and national levels 
Describe various applications and information systems at the local, state, and national levels 

This workshop is sponsored by the Region IV Public Health Training Center. For March 21, Continuing Education credits are approved 
and will be provided free of charge to registrants for CMEs, CNEs, CEUs, and CECH. Please note: Your registration for this training is 
a firm commitment that you will attend the training.  If you are unable to attend, please email m.carvalho@emory.edu as soon as 
possible so that others may attend. 

Presenter Information: Kelly Chester, DrPH, MPH 
Dr. Chester is Principal of C3 Informatics, LLC. She was formerly a research scientist with RTI International, an independent, 
nonprofit institute that provides research, development, and technical services to government and commercial clients worldwide. 
She specializes in business analysis and enterprise architecture approaches to evaluating the design and implementation of 
informatics-based solutions. Dr. Chester was a Business Analyst for the Public Health Informatics Institute where she provided 
analytical expertise for collaborative requirements development projects as well as guidance and training on the Institute’s 
Collaborative Requirements Development Methodology.  

Dr. Chester has 15 years experience in health care and public health informatics which includes working in community hospitals as 
well as healthcare IT consulting firms. Dr. Chester holds a Doctor of Public Health degree 
in Public Health Leadership and a Master of Public Health degree in Biostatistics from the 
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health at Georgia Southern University. 

The Health Informatics:  Using Information to Impact Public Health Practice Workshop is free and limited to the first 30 individuals 
with confirmed (paid) registration to the GPHA Annual Meeting & Conference. 

Hilton Atlanta 
Pavillion Room 217 

March 21, 2016 
9:30 - 5:00 pm 

mailto:m.carvalho@emory.edu


87th Annual Meeting & Conference of the 
Georgia Public Health Association 

Pre-Conference Workshop 

jGPHA Scientific Writing Workshop 
Workshop Purpose: Developing a Clear, Concise Manuscript 
Publication of research results, best practices, and interventions is a principal measure of achievement in public health. Similar to 
other journals, the Journal of the Georgia Public Health Association (jGPHA) seeks to publish papers that effectively communicate 
important concepts, methods, and results. Publishing your work is not only a contribution to the field but also an essential career 
builder. To ensure that peers understand the full impact of your work, a clear, concise manuscript is a must.   

As a part of the 87th Annual Conference & Meeting of the Georgia Public Health Association, the jGPHA is pleased to offer a free Pre-
Conference Scientific Writing Workshop to assist public health students, teachers, researchers, and practitioners in competing in the 
world of peer review.   

Workshop Goal: A Better Journal 
This scientific writing workshop is aimed at improving authors’ ability to prepare manuscripts for publication in jGPHA. Workshop 
participants will learn the essential components of a clearly written manuscript and how to structure each manuscript section. The 
workshop will help participants objectively evaluate individual skill levels, assess strengths and weaknesses, and improve skills to 
achieve a well-written manuscript. 

Benefits to Participants: A Well-Written Manuscript 
Learn essential components of peer-reviewed publications 
Determine individual writing strengths and weaknesses 
Learn how to communicate scientific concepts effectively 
Gain skills required for preparing a cohesive, clear manuscript 
Participate in hands-on development of manuscript sections 
Engage in a mock peer-review with immediate feedback 
Determine key steps in responding to peer reviewers and editors 

Who Should Attend: Established and Budding Public Health Experts 
The jGPHA Scientific Writing Workshop targets everyone—from students and early career researchers/ practitioners—to 
experienced administrators/investigators, that is, anyone wishing to focus and polish their writing skills. The workshop targets four 
main groups: 
1. Those interested in improving written communications through development of scientific writing skills.
2. GPHA members presenting posters and workshops during the annual meeting and seeking to gain essential information and

guidance for publishing an abstract, brief, or full-length paper in the jGPHA Conference Proceedings (Vol 6, No.1 Summer,
2016).

3. Peer-reviewers who want to learn how to review submissions.
4. Editorial Board members wishing to market the journal.

The jGPHA Scientific Writing Workshop is free and limited to the first 60 individuals with confirmed (paid) registration 
to the GPHA Annual Meeting & Conference. 

jGPHA 
Scientific Writing Workshop 

Hilton Atlanta 
Lobby Level, Crystal A/F 

March 21, 2016 
1:00 pm-5:30 pm 
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