 Ten Tips for Effective Poster Presentations*

1. The poster session is a graphic presentation of an author’s findings, complete with displaying graphs, photos, diagrams and a small amount of text mounted on a poster board.  Complete papers are not suitable for posters.  

2. In general, posters should be self-explanatory. The idea is to provide a quick overview of the principal project findings, although authors will have a set time when they are expected to be present to answer questions from meeting participants.  

3. Each poster will be numbered in correspondence with the number in the final program; a meeting representative will be available onsite to help you locate your poster board.  

4. The poster board will be a table-top board, usually in a tri-fold format.  These boards are readily available at office supply stores and are quite inexpensive. Boards must be provided by the poster presenter.  Tables for the poster presentation will be setup onsite for poster session use.

5. All materials for the poster should be prepared in advance, including figures, tables, color photographs, and charts.  It may be helpful to consult a graphic artist in preparing the materials. Materials should include the title of the presentation and the list of authors.  

6. The materials should be well labeled and legible from a distance of 2 yards. Letters in the title should be at least 2 inches high, and text lettering should be bold approximately 1 inch high.  When posting typed material, use a large font size (20 to 24 point font). Use upper and lowercase letters.  Simple serif fonts such as “Times New Roman” are easier to read than sans (without) serif fonts such as “Geneva”.

7. If handouts are distributed, please bring approximately 50 copies. Include author contact information on handouts.

8. The author should remain with his/her presentation during the entire discussion time.

9. Please check the final program for the exact location and operating hours of the poster session, including set-up and tear-down.

10. All poster materials must be removed at the conclusion of the poster sessions.  This is the responsibility of the author. Any remaining materials will be discarded.
Sample layout of poster presentation


Results – charts and graphs are very helpful. Visual representation of the information is more useful than pure text. Include pictures if appropriate.





Conclusions





Discussion





Title of presentation


Author name(s)





Description of methods (also text)





Introduction/ abstract – basic text information














*Adapted from the American Public Health Association’s Guide for Program Participants, and from the Society for Public Health Education

