[image: image1.jpg]eI N dTL ITgHealth Association



Journal of the Georgia Public Health Association 
Call for Papers: Brain Development & Public Health
CALL FOR PAPERS








The brain remains plastic throughout life, but trajectories are set during the prenatal period and early childhood. Brain development is very rapid in the womb and continues at an accelerated rate, especially during the first three years. According to the Huffington Post, “the biggest single public health deficit and failure in America today is the fact that almost no parents of newborn children have been told or taught that they can improve their child’s learning abilities significantly by exercising their baby’s brain in the first three years of life.” Children whose brains are exercised early in life (through adults talking, playing, reading, and singing to them) have larger vocabularies; better learning capabilities; and better grades in school.  To change the developmental trajectories for children, early interventions are needed. Public health can promote cognitive functioning by evaluating, educating, and empowering the community; developing policy and mobilizing partnerships; and assuring a competent workforce.
The Journal of the Georgia Public Health Association (jGPHA) announces a call for papers on brain development and public health. For the Fall 2016 Vol. 6, No. 2 issue, jGPHA seeks submissions (full manuscripts, brief reports, research protocols, and practice notes) related to cognitive functioning, which include (but are not limited to):
Prevention and Intervention 
  Prenatal care

  Nutrition

  Physical Activity

Ecobiodevelopmental Surveillance

  Social Determinants 

  Risk Factors

Early Detection

  Identification and Diagnosis

  Social/Emotional Development

Early Childhood Education

  Reading Programs

  School-Based Clinics

Psychosocial Factors: 

   Coping, Resilience, Stress

Private-Public Partnerships

  Public Health/Schools/Non-Profits

Training/Education Initiatives

  Public Health Programs
INVITED EDITORIAL








Brenda Fitzgerald, MD, Commissioner of the Georgia Department of Public Health, will provide an editorial for the special issue.

PUBLICATION TIMELINE








July 15, 2016

Call for Papers

August 15, 2016

Early Submission Deadline

September 1, 2016
Submission Deadline

October 1, 2016

Peer Review Notification

November 15, 2016
Camera Ready Proof
December 15, 2016
On-Line Publication

Authors are advised to click the links below to review jGPHA publishing and submission information: Publishing Information | Submit a Manuscript to GPHA and download the manuscript templates: Full Manuscript | Brief Report | Research Protocol | Practice Notes. 
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