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Weekly Legislative Report #12
Adjournment Sine Die, March 29, 2018
A Walk-Off Homerun
Sometime Thursday evening, just as the General Assembly rounded the bases toward adjournment
sine die, Nick Markakis hit a bottom-of-the-ninth, two out, walk-off homerun at SunTrust Park to
cinch an opening day win for the Atlanta Braves. That event, however thrilling, was no more
dramatic than the end-of-session agreement among legislative leadership and the Governor to fully
fund the state’s Quality Basic Education (QBE) formula for the first time in 16 years. The move
gives K-12 schools across the state a major victory. The $167 million in new QBE funding came
into play after the House and Senate had each already voted on separate versions of the FY 2019
budget. Gov. Deal raised the state’s official revenue estimate by $194 million for the fiscal year
that begins July 1, just as the conference committee was meeting to settle their differences. Thus, a
committee of three members from each house approved the additional expenditures, which were
then rubber-stamped by the full General Assembly.
Rural Georgia Comes Out a Winner
In many rural areas the school system is the largest employer and economic engine; thus, full
funding for the QBE formula will make a major impact on their local economies. But the General
Assembly really went to bat for non-urban areas in numerous other ways this session as well.
Legislators spent much of last summer/fall traveling across the state on three different study
committees. They translated what they gleaned from those meetings into various pieces of
legislation.
Lawmakers created a new position in the Department of Economic Development to be sure that
agency doesn’t focus all of its efforts on the easier-to-sell urban areas. The new Deputy
Commissioner for Rural Georgia slot has already been filled by Amy Carter, a former state
representative and rural advocate from Valdosta. Eleven airports serving rural areas will be able to
extend the length of their runways to accommodate corporate jets thanks to $26 million in the
budget. Another budget item aimed toward economic development is $1.7 million to fund a newly
created Center for Rural Prosperity and Innovation. A separate Rural Health Innovation Center is

to be established, as well, along with a Health Coordination and Innovation Council. The latter two
entities will pull down an additional $1.9 million in funding. Plus, short-line rail owners, who link
many farmers and the kaolin industry to major transportation corridors, were given a tax break for
dollars spent on improving their tracks.
Legislators also raised the tax credit available for making contributions to rural hospitals to 100%
of the donation and allowed Sub-Chapter S Corporations to participate in the program. Physicians
willing to work in underserved areas will be able to take advantage of a more expansive grant
program to help them cover malpractice insurance premiums.
Rural Broadband
An effort to incentivize the deployment of high-speed broadband to more of rural Georgia was one
of the more thoroughly debated issues of the session. After numerous amendments and substitutes,
SB 402 became an omnibus bill, also containing the essence of HB 887 and SB 232. The
legislation clarifies that Electric Membership Corporations (EMCs) have legal authority to provide
broadband service, but cannot cross-subsidize between the electrical and communications
components. The bill clears the way for using interstate and state highway rights-of-way to lay
broadband cable and directs profits derived from such to the Department of Community Affairs
(DCA) for grants to promote broadband deployment throughout the state.
The state Board of Economic Development is charged with designating Georgia Broadband Ready
Communities. The OneGeorgia Authority is authorized to fund broadband infrastructure and
connections. The Georgia Technology Authority (GTA) must create a statewide broadband
deployment plan and provide technical assistance to other state agencies. All state agencies and
local governments are required to cooperate with GTA. Local governments must assist DCA in
creating a map of “unserved” areas of Georgia by January 1, 2019.
Income Tax Break
Rural, suburban and urban residents will all benefit from the reduction in the state income tax from
6% to 5.75% the first year and down to 5.5% the second year if approved by the General
Assembly. The rate reduction was passed in response to new federal tax laws expected to alter the
way residents claim tax deductions. Without the rate cut, Georgia would have reaped an expected
windfall in taxes.
Deal’s Legacy
As a final puzzle piece in Gov. Deal’s effort to overhaul the state’s criminal justice system, a new
law, SB 407, cleared all hurdles (and there were significant objections early on) to loosen
requirements for cash bail by giving judges the freedom to consider a defendant’s ability to pay.
The bill would also give local authorities more leeway to issue citations in lieu of arrests for
nonviolent offenses.
Elderly Protection Bills Successful

Advocates for the Aging Community scored well this session, too. A top priority for the elderly
was met with the passage of SB 406. It requires comprehensive FBI background checks, including
fingerprinting, for direct-care employees of nursing homes, personal care homes, assisted living
communities, private home care providers and adult day care centers. Another protection bill, HB
635, was approved early last week and would facilitate the formation of multi-agency teams to
coordinate efforts in dealing with adult abuse. HB 803, which also awaits the Governor’s
signature, is aimed at fighting trafficking of elderly or disabled people in order to steal their safetynet benefits. In the future, the first $25,000 will be waived when the state seeks reimbursement for
benefits from the estate of a deceased Medicaid recipient under SB 370, which passed. A bill to
make certain relatives eligible to be appointed defacto custodians of children, HB 497, passed only
the House before adjournment, but is expected to be back next session.
Some Health-Related Bills Faltered
The effort to reward medical school preceptors with tax credits fell short. Preceptors are practicing
doctors, APRNs and physician assistants who train medical students in a clinical setting. The tax
credit would be only for preceptors who are not otherwise paid for their on-site teaching. This
appeared to be an issue caught up in House-Senate politics rather than policy differences. Expect to
see a version of HB 301 to be back next year. Renee Unterman’s legislation to move the state
Board of Nursing out of the Secretary of State’s office was attached to HB 301, but blocked in the
House. (SB 334)
Two tobacco-related bills also failed. HB 877 would have cut the sales tax in half for modified-risk
tobacco products. HB 835 would simplify obtaining temporary permits to sell tobacco for special
events.
Several bills aimed at eroding and eliminating Certificate of Need (CON) regulations for
healthcare providers were introduced this session. Only one passed and it was part of the rural
health initiatives mentioned above (HB 769). It provides for micro-hospitals (2-7 beds) without a
CON, but only when an existing facility is purchased by a hospital in a contiguous county and
located in a county with less than 50,000 population. However, the issue is far from dead in the
long run. SR 1063 creating the 15-member Senate Study Committee on CON Reform passed, and
that committee will hold hearings on the topic over the interim, filing a report by December 1.
House HHS Health Committee Chairwoman Sharon Cooper has also called for discussions
between opposing sides of the issue prior to next session.
Retrospective ER Policies
With the passage of HR 1194 there will be a five-member House Study Committee meeting during
the interim to tackle the question of Retrospective Emergency Room Policies. The committee will
consider situations such as when Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield implemented a policy not to
reimburse costs associated with non-emergent visits to the ER, even if the covered patient
considered the symptoms, such as chest pains, life-threatening.

Driving with Your Phone
A ban on holding your cell phone while driving passed in the form of HB 673. Here’s what’s
PROHIBITED:
--Supporting your communications device with any portion of your body (no iPad on your lap)
--Sending or reading texts, emails, snapchats, etc., while holding your communications device
--Watching a video or movie other than your GPS screen
--Recording a video
--Holding your phone while stopped at a traffic signal
Here’s what’s ALLOWED:
--Speaking or texting while using hands-free technology
--Using your GPS system
--Holding your phone to report an emergency or hazardous road condition
--Emergency personnel using a phone while driving, if performing official duties
--Holding your phone while legally parked
More issues that PASSED:
A huge change in management structure, approach and branding to mass transit for the
greater Metro Atlanta area to be labeled “The ATL” (HB 930)
• Enforcement measures for a sales tax for online sales (HB 61)
• Reform of dated adoption policies (Religious freedom amendments were unsuccessful)
(HB 159)
• Allowing lottery winners of $250,000 and more to remain anonymous (SB 331)
• Allowing the creation of a new city, Eagles Landing, by carving out the tax-rich business
section of another city, Stockbridge (SB 263)
• Restaurants may serve cocktails as early as 11:00 a.m. on Sunday in communities that
approve such by referendum (package stores excluded) (SB 17)
• Department of Public Health will create a regime where hospital perinatal centers can be
designated by level of care provided (HB 909)
• Post-traumatic stress disorder and intractable pain were added to the state’s medical
marijuana program. (HB 65)
• Give local communities more control over the use of fireworks via noise ordinances (HB
419)
•
More issues that FAILED:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Replacing Georgia’s electronic voting machines with a paper-based system
Requirements for prosecutors and police to determine whether defendants are in the country
illegally
Several bills dealing with “surprise billing” by medical providers failed to pass
Raising the age to 30 for filing lawsuits by people abused as children
Limiting early voting on Sundays and forcing polls to close in the city of Atlanta an hour
earlier, at 7 p.m. to match the rest of the state

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Making access to guns more difficult for Georgians with mental illnesses
Allowing religious adoption agencies to turn away gay couples
Regulation of online fantasy sports games
Higher pensions for state legislators
Limitations on insurance companies’ use of “step-therapies,” whereby patients are expected
to fail multiple times on inexpensive drugs before trying more expensive prescriptions
A needle-exchange program that would provide clean needles for drug addicts
An effort to attack the opioid crisis through prohibiting provider kick-back schemes failed
as many legislators found the requirements too onerous on legitimate healthcare providers
Psychology Interjurisdictional Compact (Psypact) that would allow out-of-state companies
to provide telepsychology services in Georgia

A Few Stats
For the statistically minded, here’s why we must be selective of which bills we track and report on.
During the 2017-2018 term of the General Assembly, the 180 members of the House introduced
1,076 bills. The 56 members of the Senate introduced 495 bills. There were 1,697 House
Resolutions compared to 1,135 in the Senate. Most resolutions simply commend a group or person
(Miss Georgia Watermelon, etc.). A resolution does not carry the force of law, but it is the vehicle
used to create study committees and to put constitutional amendments on the general election
ballot.
The Next 40 Days – The Real Finish Line
All of the successful bills still have one important step left -- the Governor’s signature. The
Georgia Constitution allows the Governor 40 calendar days following the General Assembly’s
adjournment in which to sign or veto a bill, or it becomes law without his signature. That makes
May 8th the deadline for Gov. Deal to act on legislation this year. In the meantime, his legal and
policy staff will be reviewing the final language of bills, looking for unintended consequences,
outright mistakes and policy differences. Deal also has an option to veto line items in the budget,
but he hasn’t had any significant arguments with the General Assembly regarding the budget this
year.
Tracking List
Here are the bills we are tracking. New activity is noted in red. Click on the Bill Number to access
the current version of the bill. Bills that are “dead” for the 2018 session because they failed to pass
at least one chamber by the 28th day are noted in green.
The 2018 Legislative Session is the second and final session of the 2017-2018 Term of the Georgia
General Assembly.
Aging and Adult Services
HB 159, Georgia Adoption Law Revision, (Rep. Bert Reeves-R)
Revision of the Georgia’s adoption laws; to change the requirements for adopting children; to provide for
nonresident adoption of his or her child; to provide for adoption of foreign children; to change the age for

individuals to access the Adoption Reunion Registry; to provide for a waiver to revoke a surrender of
parental rights; and to repeal conflicting laws. Status: Referred to Judiciary Cmte, Passed Cmte by
Substitute, Passed House Sent to Senate, Referred to Judiciary Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Senate
Recommitted to Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Pending House Agree/
Disagree, House Agreed as Amended by the House, Sent to Senate, Pending Agree/Disagree., Senate agreed
to Senate Substitute as Amended by the House, On to Governor’s Desk, Signed by Governor Deal on
Monday, March 3, 2018.
HB 330, Individuals identified in a diligent search conducted as part of a dependency proceeding, (Rep.
Stacey Abrams-D),
Relating to a relative search by the Division of Family and Children Services of the Department of Human
Services, so as to specify additional information to be provided in the notice to certain individuals identified
in a diligent search conducted as part of a dependency proceeding. Status: Referred to Human Relations &
Aging, Cmte Favorably Reported, Pending Rules, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Health and
Human Services Cmte. DEAD
HB 497, De Facto Custody for Kinship Care, (Rep. Chuck Efstration-R)
To provide for de facto custodians custody arrangements; to provide for joint child custody arrangements
between a parent and a de facto custodian of a child. Status: Referred to Judiciary Cmte, Passed Cmte by
Substitute, Pending Rules, Passed House by Substitute, Sent to Senate, Referred to Judiciary Cmte, Hearing
Only. DEAD
HB 635, Disabled Adults and Elder Persons Protection Act, (Rep. Sharon Cooper-R)
To provide for the establishment of at risk adult protective investigative/coordinating teams to coordinate
responses to suspected instances of abuse, neglect, or exploitation of disabled adults or elder persons; to
provide for coordination with the director of the division of Aging Services. Status: Referred to Human
Relations & Aging Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Health
Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, On to the Governor.
HB 668, Adult Guardianship, (Rep. Betty Price-R)
Relating to procedure for appointment, so as to provide for petitions for appointment of a guardian and
orders of appointment for adult guardianship. Status: Referred to Judiciary Cmte, Passed Judiciary Cmte,
Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred Judiciary Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules
Cmte. DEAD
HB 776, Authorized Electronic Monitoring in Long-term Care Facilities Act, (Rep. Demetrius Douglas –D)
To provide for authorized electronic monitoring in long-term care facilities; to provide for a short title; to
provide for definitions; to provide consent requirements; to provide for notice to the facility; to provide for
cost and installation; to provide for an assistance program for Medicaid recipients. Status: Referred to
Health Cmte. DEAD
HB 803, Protection of Elderly Persons, (Rep. Wendell Willard-R)
To prohibit trafficking of disabled adults, elderly persons; to provide for penalties and mandatory sentences.
Status: Referred to Judiciary Non-Civil Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed
House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, On to
the Governor.
HB 896, Uniform Adult Guardianship and Conservatorship, (Rep. Chuck Efstration – R)
To change provisions relating to guardians and conservators of adults; to recognize certain provisions of the
"Uniform Adult Guardianship and Conservatorship Proceedings Jurisdiction Act" in connection with the
appointment of a guardian or conservator of adults and the jurisdiction for such petitions; to change
provisions relating to the termination of an emergency guardianship. Status: Referred to Judiciary Cmte,
Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte. DEAD
HB 897, Uniform Power of Attorney Act, (Rep. Chuck Efstration – R)
Relating to the "Uniform Power of Attorney Act," so as to revise the short title; to provide for definitions; to
change provisions relating to the application of Chapter 6 of this title. Status: Referred to Judiciary Cmte,

Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Judiciary Cmte, Passed Cmte,
Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, On to the Governor.
HB 927, Info to Caregiver by DFCS upon placement of child, (Rep. Chad Nimmer – R)
Relating to general provisions relative to dependency proceedings, so as to require certain information be
provided to a caregiver, foster parent, preadoptive parent, or relative by DFCS upon placement of a child.
Status: Referred to Juvenile Justice Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House,
Sent to Senate, Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Senate by Substitute, Sent to House for Agree/Disagree.
DEAD
SB 202, To Increase the Medical Needs Allowance, (Sen. Doc Rhett-D)
Relating to medical assistance, so as to provide for an increase in the personal needs allowance to be
deducted from a nursing home resident’s income. Status: Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte by
Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte by
Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate for Agree/Disagree, Senate Disagreed,
House Insisted, Senate Appointed Conference Cmte. DEAD
Note: The House Health Cmte removed the language in SB 202 and inserted the Disabled Adults and
Elderly Persons Protection Act language from HB 635. The Cmte then passed SB 202 as a Cmte Substitute.
SB 370, Waive claims against estates up to $25,000, (Sen. John Wilkinson – R)
Relating to medical assistance generally, so as to provide that the commissioner of human services waives
the first $25,000.00 of any estate. Status: Referred to Health Cmte., Passed Health Cmte. as amended by
the Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte,
Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, On to the Governor.
SB 406, “Georgia Long-term Care Background Check Program,” (Sen. Brian Strickland – R)
To enact the "Georgia Long-term Care Background Check Program" and to promote public safety and
provide for comprehensive criminal background checks for owners, applicants for employment, and
employees providing care or owning a personal care home, assisted living community, private home care
provider, home health agency, hospice care, nursing home, skilled nursing facility, or an adult day care.
Status: Referred to Public Safety Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules, Passed Senate, Sent to
House, Referred to Human Relations & Aging Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte,
Passed House, Sent to Senate for Agree, Senate Agreed, On to the Governor.
SB 444, Georgia Alzheimer's and Related Dementias State Plan Advisory Council, (Sen. Renee Unterman –
R)
To create the Georgia Alzheimer's and Related Dementias State Plan Advisory Council; to provide for
legislative declaration. Status: Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte., Passed
Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Human Relations & Aging Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte,
Passed House, On to the Governor.
Business
HR 993, CA to Create a Business Court, (Rep. Chuck Efstration – R)
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution so as to create a business court with state-wide jurisdiction; to
provide for venue and uniformity of jurisdiction and powers. Status: Referred to Judiciary Cmte, Passed
Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Judiciary Cmte, Passed
Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Senate Passed by Substitute, House Agreed, On to the Ballot.
SB 465, Line of Credit Not Classified as Interest, (Sen. Ellis Black – R)
Relating to interest and usury, so as to exempt any charge for a letter of credit from being classified as
interest. Status: Referred to Banking and Financial Institutions Cmte. DEAD
Note: The Letter of Credit language was added to SB 376 on the House Floor, it passed the House and was
sent to the Senate, the Senate Agreed as Amended and it is now on to the Governor for his signature.
City & County Governments and Regional Commissions

HB 33, Individuals appointed to authorities and boards be U.S. citizens, (Rep. Brad Raffensperger-R)
Relating to general provisions applicable to counties, municipal corporations, and other governmental
entities; general provisions regarding eligibility and qualifications for public office; and general provisions
relating to state government, respectively, so as to require that individuals appointed to authorities, boards,
councils, and commissions be United States citizens or nationals, lawful permanent residents, or aliens
having lawful status to be present in the United States. Status: Referred to Judiciary Cmte. DEAD
HB 61, Retailers to collect and remit or notify purchaser and state of sales/use tax, (Rep. Jay Powell-R)
Relating to imposition of tax, rates, and collection, so as to require certain retailers to either collect and
remit sales and use taxes or provide certain notifications to each purchaser and the state. Status: Referred to
Ways & Means Cmte, HB 61 merged with HB 62, Cmte Favorably Reported by Substitute, Pending Rules
Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to the Senate, Referred to Finance Cmte, Passed Cmte by
Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Senate Passed by Substitute, House Agreed, On to the Governor.
HB 62, Revise sales and use tax on personal property delivered into state, (Rep. Jay Powell-R)
Amend Article 1 of Chapter 8 of Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to state sales
and use tax on tangible personal property delivered into this state. Status: Referred to Judiciary Cmte,
Withdrawn and recommitted to Ways & Means Cmte. DEAD
HB 66, Certain fees for money transmission transactions by financial institutions, (Rep. Jeff Jones-R)
Relating to sale of payment instruments, so as to provide for the imposition of certain fees upon money
transmission transactions completed by financial institutions for individuals; to provide for compensation to
financial institutions for reporting and paying fees; to amend Article 3 of Chapter 7 of Title 48 of the
O.C.G.A., relating to income tax returns and furnishing of information, so as to provide for a tax credit for
residents in the amount of certain assessed money transmission transaction fees paid by such residents; to
provide for a reimbursement for certain residents in the amount of certain assessed money transmission
transaction fees paid by such residents. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte. DEAD
HB 69, Reporting of statistics related to the classification of counties into tiers for economic development,
(Rep. Paulette Rakestraw-R)
Relating to imposition, rate, computation, and exemptions from state income taxes, so as to provide for the
reporting of statistics related to the classification of counties into tiers for economic development purposes.
Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte. DEAD
HB 70, Reclassify counties with certain percentage who commute outside county for work, (Rep. Paulette
Rakestraw-R)
Relating to imposition, rate, computation, and exemptions from state income taxes, so as to provide that a
county with a certain percentage of workers who commute outside such county for work shall be
reclassified one tier lower in the county tier system for economic development purposes. Status: Referred
to Ways & Means Cmte. DEAD
HB 95, Change certain property tax definitions, (Rep. Jay Powell-R)
Relating to ad valorem taxation of property, so as to change certain definitions regarding such taxation.
Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte. DEAD
HB 141, Expand list of permitted expenditures for revenues from excise tax on lodging, (Rep. Ron
Stephens-R)
Relating to county and municipal levies on public accommodations charges for promotion of tourism,
conventions, and trade shows, so as to expand the list of permitted expenditures for revenues from excise
taxes on lodging. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte. DEAD
HB 178, Quality Basic Education Act, (Rep. Dave Belton-R)
Relating to program weights and funding requirements under the "Quality Basic Education Act," so as to
provide for local school systems to earn funding for school counselors for military students. Status:
Referred to Education Cmte. DEAD

HB 181, Change provisions regarding furnishing of certain tax information in all municipalities with a
population of 350,000+, (Rep. Jodi Lott-R)
Relating to confidential information secured in the administration of taxes, so as to change certain
provisions regarding the furnishing of certain tax information in all municipalities in this state having a
population of 350,000 or more and make such provisions applicable state wide. Status: Referred to Ways &
Means Cmte, Hearing Only in Sales Tax Subcmte, Cmte Favorably Reported by Substitute, Pending Rules
Cmte, Passed House, by Substitute, Sent to the Senate, Referred to Finance Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending
Rules Cmte. DEAD
HB 189, Contract Cancellation Act, (Rep. Shelia Nelson-D)
Relating to general provisions applicable to counties, municipal corporations, and other governmental
entities, so as to provide that any service contract such entities enter into shall contain a termination clause;
to provide that poor performance or cost overrun shall constitute cause for termination of the contract.
Status: Referred to Governmental Affairs Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed
House, Sent to the Senate, Referred to State and Local Governmental Operations Cmte, Passed Cmte by
Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate by Substitute, Sent to House for Agree/Disagree. DEAD
HB 194, Require counties and municipalities to consider the effect of proposed zoning on local schools,
(Rep. Todd Jones-R)
Relating to adoption of hearing policies and procedures and standards for exercise of zoning power, so as to
require counties and municipalities to consider the effect of a proposed zoning action on local school
systems and the potential overcrowding of schools within such local school systems. Status: Referred to
Governmental Affairs Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Recommitted to
Cmte. DEAD
HB 204, Property tax bills shall not include nontax related fees, (Rep. Brett Harrell-R)
Relating to general provisions regarding ad valorem taxation of property, so as to provide that property tax
bills shall not include any nontax related fees or assessments. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte,
Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Finance Cmte,
Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Recommitted to Finance Cmte. DEAD
HB 216, Georgia Jobs Matter Act, (Rep. Debbie Buckner-D)
Relating to contracts and purchases by public schools, local government, and general authority, duties, and
procedure relative to government purchasing, respectively, so as to modify provisions relating to contractual
and purchasing preferences for Georgia service providers and certain supplies, materials, equipment, and
agricultural products grown, manufactured, or produced in this state. Status: Referred to Governmental
Affairs Cmte. DEAD
HB 227, Provide for the value of interest to be paid on refunds, (Rep. Jay Powell-R)
Provide for the value of interest to be paid on refunds of certain overpayments made pursuant to a direct
payment permit; to amend Part 2 of Article 1 of Chapter 8 of Title, relating to the imposition, rate,
collection, and assessment of sales and use taxes, so as to require the Department of Revenue to establish
and maintain a direct pay permit program that permits a qualified taxpayer to accrue and pay directly to the
department certain state and local sales and use taxes. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte. DEAD
HB 257, Requires local government authorities to register with the DCA for funds, (Jan Tankersley-R)
Relating to local government, so as to require local government authorities to register with the Department
of Community Affairs in order to be eligible for state funds; to change the deadline for local government
authorities to register with said department. Status: Referred to Governmental Affairs Cmte, Local
Government Subcmte Favorably Reported by substitute, Cmte Favorably Reported by substitute, Pending
Rules Cmte, Passed House by Substitute, Sent to Senate, Referred to State and Local Governmental
Operations Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported, Pending Rules Cmte, Moved to Foot of the Rules Calendar,
Tabled in Senate, Returned to State and Local Governmental Operations Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules
Cmte, Passed Senate, On to the Governor.
HB 270, Repeal the Equalized Homestead Option Sales Tax Act, (Rep. Tom Taylor-R)

Relating to sales and use taxes, so as to repeal a certain exemption to the ceiling on local sales and use taxes
which may be levied by a political subdivision; to repeal the Equalized Homestead Option Sales Tax Act of
2015. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte, Sales Tax Subcmte Favorably Reported by Substitute,
Pending Full Cmte. DEAD
HB 271, Shore protection, (Rep. Jesse Petrea-R)
Relating to shore protection, so as to revise various provisions relative to shore protection; to revise and add
definitions; to establish authority and powers of the Department of Natural Resources; to revise provisions
relating to permit activities. Status: Referred to Natural Resources & Environment Cmte, Environmental
Quality Subcmte Favorably Reported by Substitute, Cmte Favorably Reported by Substitute, Pending Rules
Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Natural Resources and the Environment Cmte, Passed
Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House for Agree/Disagree. DEAD
HB 332, Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Act, (Rep. Sam Watson-R)
Relating to conservation and natural resources, so as to repeal and reenact Chapter 6A, relating to land
conservation; to provide for a short title; to create the Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Trust Fund; to create
funding mechanisms for the protection and preservation of conservation land and provide for their
operation. Status: Referred to Natural Resources & Environment Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute,
Pending Rules Cmte, Returned to Natural Resources Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules
Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Appropriations Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate
by Substitute, Sent to House, Housed Passed as Amended, Senate Agreed, On to the Governor.
HB 336, Broadband Deployment Incentives, (Rep. Don Parsons-R)
To provide for broadband deployment incentives; to establish certification of certain counties and municipal
corporations as broadband ready communities; to provide for duties and responsibilities of the Department
of Economic Development; to provide for the Georgia Technology Authority to develop an annual
"Broadband Strategy for All of Georgia." Status: Referred to Energy, Utilities & Telecommunications
Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Returned to the Energy, Utilities &
Telecommunications Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte. DEAD
HB 362, Terms of office for county and municipal governing authorities, (Rep. Andrew Welch-R),
Relating to elections and primaries generally, so as to provide for the beginning of the terms of office for
county and municipal governing authorities and consolidated governments under certain circumstances; to
provide for limitations on actions by governing authorities and consolidated governments under certain
circumstances; to provide for exceptions; to amend Chapter 20 of Title 36 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to county leadership training. Status: Referred to Governmental Affairs Cmte, Cmte
Favorably Reported by Substitute, Pending Rules, Recommitted to Governmental Affairs Cmte. DEAD
HB 371, Immunity of municipal corporations, (Rep. Barry Fleming-R)
Relating to liability of municipal corporations for acts or omissions, so as to revise provisions relating to
immunity of municipal corporations; to provide for exceptions; to provide for liability involving joint
undertakings. Status: Referred to Judiciary Cmte. DEAD
HB 372, Exemption for certain equipment used in the deployment of broadband, (Rep. Don Parsons-R)
Relating to the state sales and use tax, so as to create an exemption for certain equipment used in the
deployment of broadband technology; to provide for definitions; to provide for the commissioner of
community affairs to make certain annual designations. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte, Hearing
Only in Sales Tax Subcmte. DEAD
HB 419, Counties further regulate the use or ignition of consumer fireworks, (Rep. Deborah Silcox-R)
Relating to general provisions regarding local government provisions applicable to counties and municipal
corporations, so as to enable the governing authority of certain counties to further regulate the use or
ignition of consumer fireworks. Status: Referred to Regulated Industries Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported
by Substitute, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Public Safety Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported by
Substitute, Senate Tabled, Returned to Public Safety Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmt.,
Senate Tabled, Senate Recommitted to Public Safety Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Senate

Tabled, Taken from Table, Passed Senate as Amended, Sent to House for Agree/Disagree, House Agreed,
On to the Governor.
HB 446, Local Government 9-1-1 Authority Act, (Rep. Alan Powell-R)
Relating to local government, public officers and employees, and public utilities and public transportation,
respectively, so as to create the Local Government 9-1-1 Authority; to provide for members, powers, duties,
authority, and responsibilities; to change certain provisions relating to the remittance of 9-1-1 charges; to
provide for payment by service suppliers to the Local Government 9-1-1 Authority. Status: Referred to
Energy, Utilities & Telecommunications Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported by Substitute, Pending Rules
Cmte, On Rules Calendar, House Postponed and Recommitted to Rules Cmte, Recommitted to Energy,
Utilities & Telecommunications Cmte. DEAD
HB 451, Ordinance restricting certain vehicles on certain roads, (Rep. Bubber Epps-R)
Relating to general provisions applicable to counties and municipal corporations, so as to prohibit adoption
of an ordinance by a county or municipal corporation restricting the travel of certain vehicles on certain
roads within their respective systems without providing for certain exceptions. Status: Referred to
Governmental Affairs Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported, Pending Rules, Recommitted to Governmental
Affairs Cmte. DEAD
HB 512, Storm-water utility fees on water-neutral properties, (Rep. Regina Quick-R)
Relating to provisions applicable to counties and municipal corporations, so as to prohibit the assessment of
storm-water utility fees on water-neutral properties. Status: Referred to Natural Resources & Environment
Cmte. DEAD
HB 518, Specify accounts or portions considered to be "actual recurring local service revenues", (Rep. Lee
Hawkins-R)
Relating to exercise of power of eminent domain by telephone companies, placement of posts and other
fixtures, regulation of construction of fixtures, posts, and wires near railroad tracks, liability of telephone
companies for damages, required information, and due compensation, so as to specify the accounts or
portions thereof considered to be included as part of the term "actual recurring local service revenues".
Status: Referred to Energy, Utilities & Telecommunications Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending
Rules Cmte. DEAD
HB 523, Industrial Loans Near Military Bases, (Rep. Brian Strickland-R)
Relating to industrial loans, so as to prohibit the issuance of a license to issue industrial loans within a
certain distance from a military base or installation; to require certain disclosures related to insurance
premiums on industrial loans in certain instances; to prohibit persons engaged in the business of making
industrial loans from issuing payment instruments which create a loan contract upon redemption. Status:
Referred to Industry and Labor Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported by Substitute, Pending Rules, Passed
House, Sent to the Senate, Referred to Banking and Financial Institutions Cmte. DEAD
HB 533, 5G Broadband Infrastructure Leads to Development (BILD) Act, (Rep. Brett Harrell-R)
Relating to local government, so as to limit the ability of local governing authorities to prohibit, regulate, or
charge for the collocation of small wireless facilities in public rights of way under certain circumstances; to
provide the Public Service Commission with the jurisdiction to determine disputes. Status: Referred to
Energy, Utilities & Telecommunications. DEAD
HB 579, Local Government can't band or regulate short-term and vacation rentals, (Rep. Matt Dollar-R)
Relating to local government, so as to provide that local governments cannot ban or regulate short-term and
vacation rentals; to provide for definitions; to provide for exceptions; to provide for the imposition and
collection of certain taxes. Status: Referred to Regulated Industries. DEAD
HB 650, Local Government Relocation of Monuments, (Rep. Mary Margaret Oliver-D)
To provide that local governments may relocate, remove, conceal, obscure, or alter certain monuments.
Status: Referred to Governmental Affairs Cmte. DEAD
HB 674, Waiver of Sovereign Immunity, (Rep. Wendell Willard-R)

Relating to sovereign immunity as to actions ex contractu and state tort claims and a municipal
corporation’s immunity from liability for damages and the waiver of immunity by the purchase of liability
insurance. Status: Referred to Judiciary Cmte. DEAD
HB 677, Tax Exemption for Deployed Service Members, (Rep. Paulette Rakestraw – R)
Relating to property tax exemptions and deferral, so as to provide for a homestead exemption from ad
valorem taxes for state, county, municipal, or school purposes for deployed service members in an amount
proportional to the period of deployment during the preceding calendar year. Status: Referred to Ways and
Means Cmte. DEAD
HB 679, Annexation of Territory, (Rep. Beth Beskin-R)
Regarding the annexation of territory, so as to provide that no annexation or deannexation shall be effective
during the period 90-days prior to a municipal election. Status: Referred to Governmental Affairs Cmte,
Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte. DEAD
HB 692, Deferred Compensation Plan, (Rep. Howard Maxwell-R)
Relating to deferred compensation plans, so as to provide that the governing authority of a municipality
may pay cost or fees associated with an employee’s participation in a deferred compensation plan. Status:
Referred to Retirement Cmte., Passed out of Cmte, Passed out of House, Sent to Senate, Referred to
Retirement Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte. DEAD
HB 693, Solid Waste Management, (Rep. Brett Harrell-R)
Relating to solid waste management generally, so as to repeal provisions relating to authorization to enforce
collection taxes, fees, or assessments. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte., passed Cmte., Pending
Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Natural Resources Cmte. DEAD
HB 699, Firefighter Training & Transfer of Military Certification, (Rep. Dave Belton-R)
Relating to basic firefighting training courses and transfer of certification, so as to provide that military
firefighter training may be accepted as required basic training. Status: Referred to Public Safety &
Homeland Security Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to
Public Safety Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Senate Passed by Substitute, Sent to
House for Agree/Disagree, House Agreed, On to the Governor.
HB 751, Establish Georgia Emergency Communications Authority, (Rep. Jay Powell – R)
To establish the Georgia Emergency Communications Authority; to amend Title 46 of the O.C.G.A.,
relating to public utilities and public transportation, so as to revise the Georgia Emergency Telephone
Number 9-1-1 Service Act of 1977 to account for the establishment of the authority. Status: Referred to
Public Safety and Homeland Security Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed
House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Public Safety Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte,
Senate Passed by Substitute, Sent to House for Agree/Disagree, House Agreed, On to the Governor.
HB 756, SPLOST Annual Reporting Revisions, (Rep. Scott Hilton – R)
Relating to county special purpose local option sales tax (SPLOST), so as to revise the annual reporting
requirements regarding projects and purposes using SPLOST funds. Status: Referred to Ways and Means
Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Finance Cmte, Passed
Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte. DEAD
HB 792, Extend sunset for Solid Waste Surcharges, (Rep. Terry Rodgers – R)
Relating to waste management, so as to extend the sunset date for certain solid waste surcharges and
hazardous waste fees. Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending
Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Natural Resources Cmte, Passed Cmte by
Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House for Agree/Disagree, House Agreed as
Amended, Sent to Senate, Senate Agreed, On to the Governor.
HB 810, Boards and Committee Meetings by Teleconference, (Rep. Tom McCall-R)

An agency with state-wide jurisdiction or committee of such an agency, or a local workforce development
board or their committee shall be authorized to conduct meetings by teleconference. Status: Referred to
Governmental Affairs Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte. DEAD
HB 821, Jet Fuel Exemption from SPLOST, (Rep. Chuck Efstration – R)
To define the terms "Internal Revenue Code" and "Internal Revenue Code of 1986" and thereby incorporate
certain provisions of the federal law into Georgia law; to provide for no liability for state or local title ad
valorem tax fees in a replacement title transaction for a vehicle not less than 15 years old; to exempt jet fuel
from state sales and use tax and from the sales and use taxes levied pursuant to the County Special Purpose
Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST), the Sales Tax for Educational Purposes (ESPLOST), the Special District
Transportation Sales and Use Tax (TSPLOST), and the Special District Mass Transportation Sales and Use
Tax. Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte. DEAD
HB 833, Professional Land Surveyors Changes, (Rep. Paulette Rakestraw – R)
To change provisions relating to professional land surveyors; to change and add certain defined terms; to
provide for land surveyor interns; to change certain educational and examination requirements. Status:
Referred to Regulated Industries Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House,
Sent to Senate, Referred to Regulated Industries & Utilities. DEAD
HB 843, Tax Credits for Businesses include Census Tract with Federal Military Instillation, (Rep. Jason
Shaw – R)
Relating to tax credits for business enterprises in less developed areas, so as to include any census tract that
in a county that contains a certain federal military installation and also contains an industrial park that is
owned and operated by a governmental entity. Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte., Recommitted to
Economic Development Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred
to Economic Development Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, On to the Governor.
HB 948, Sale of Regulated Goods in Counties, (Rep. Rick Jasperse – R)
To prohibit county, municipal, and consolidated governments from banning the commercial sales of goods,
products, or items regulated by the United States Department of Agriculture, the United States Food and
Drug Administration, or the Georgia Department of Agriculture, which are sold at properly zoned retail
establishments. Status: Referred to Agriculture Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte. DEAD
HB 1077, Regional Commissions and ARC, (Rep. Sam Watson-R)
Relating to the Department of Community Affairs, so as to provide that regional commissions and
metropolitan area planning and development commissions shall provide services free of charge to dues
paying members; to provide that regional commissions and metropolitan area planning and development
commissions shall utilize state purchasing administered by the Department of Administrative Services.
Status: Referred to State Planning & Community Affairs Cmte. DEAD
HR 158, Provide for the Dedication of Revenues, (Rep. Jay Powell – R)
To provide by general law for the dedication of revenues derived from fees or taxes to the public purpose
for which such fees or taxes were imposed. Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte, Passed Cmte by
Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred Appropriations Cmte. DEAD
HR 169, Adopt interstate health licensing for military service members & families, (Rep. Sandra Scott-D) A
RESOLUTION urging the Composite State Board of Medical Examiners, the Georgia Board of Dentistry,
and the various professional licensing boards under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of State's office to
adopt existing interstate licensing compacts to permit military service members and their families who have
a license to practice in a health service field for which a license is required to practice in such field in this
state, without requiring such individuals to earn a Georgia license in addition to their home state license.
Status: Referred to Health & Human Services Cmte. DEAD
SB 2, "The FAST Act - Empowering Our Small Businesses to Succeed", (Sen. Mike Dugan-R)
Relating to general provisions applicable to counties and municipal corporations, general provisions
regarding professions and businesses, and state government, respectively, so as to enhance accountability
and notice requirements for agency rule making so as to reduce regulatory burdens on businesses. Status:

Referred to Economic Development and Tourism Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported by Substitute, Pending
Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to the House, Referred to Small Business Development Cmte, Hearing
Only in Cmte, Tabled in Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported by Substitute, Pending Rules, House Postponed,
House Postponed, Returned to Small Business Development Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending
Rules Cmte, Defeated in House 66 to 106, House Voted to Reconsider its Action, Passed House by
Substitute, Sent to Senate, Agree or Disagree Pending, Senate Disagreed, House Insisted, Conference Cmte
to be Appointed. DEAD
SB 116, Storm-water utility fees on water-neutral properties, (Sen. Frank Ginn-R)
Relating to provisions applicable to counties and municipal corporations, so as to prohibit the assessment of
storm-water utility fees on water-neutral properties. Status: Referred to Regulated Industries and Utilities
Cmte, Hearing Only in Cmte. DEAD
SB 165, Impose Liability on Coal ash producers who dispose of such coal ash in this state in the event of a
release, (Sen. William Ligon-R)
Relating to solid waste management, so as to impose liability on any producer of coal ash who disposes of
such coal ash in this state in the event of a release; to provide for definitions. Status: Referred to Natural
Resources and the Environment Cmte. DEAD
SB 232, "Facilitating Internet Broadband Rural Expansion (FIBRE) Act", (Sen. Steve Gooch-R)
Relating to local government, public utilities and public transportation, revenue and taxation, and state
government, respectively, so as to provide for broadband service planning, deployment, and incentives; to
provide for the creation and administration of the Georgia Gigabit Ready Community Site designation
program by the Department of Economic Development; to change the definitions relative to the
"OneGeorgia Authority Act" to include broadband services in the terms "cost of project" and "project".
Status: Referred to Regulated Industries and Utilities Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules
Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Ways & Means Cmte.
SB 256, State Properties Commission can enter into leases in certain rural technology eligible counties,
(Sen. Blake Tillery-R)
Relating to the State Properties Code, so as to authorize the State Properties Commission to enter into leases
in certain rural technology lease eligible counties for the purpose of providing wireless service or broadband
service to the public without submission to the General Assembly for approval. Status: Referred to
Regulated Industries and Utilities Cmte, Hearing Only in Cmte. DEAD
SB 288, Refundable income tax credit for taxpayers who earn full-time law enforcement income, (Sen.
Michael Williams-R)
Relating to imposition, rate, computation, and exemptions from state income taxes, so as to provide for a
refundable income tax credit for taxpayers who earn full-time law enforcement income below a certain
threshold. Status: Referred to Finance Cmte. DEAD
SB 302, Local Government Relocation of Monuments, (Sen. Elan Parent-D)
To provide that local governments may relocate, remove, conceal, obscure, or alter certain monuments.
Status: Referred to Government Oversight Cmte. DEAD
SB 324, Abutting counties construction and maintenance of bridges, (Sen. John Albers – R)
Relating to contracts with state agencies and adjoining counties so as to provide that municipalities may
contract with abutting counties for the construction and maintenance of bridges. Status: Referred to
Transportation Cmte, Passed Transportation Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House,
Referred to Transportation Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, On to the Governor.
SB 333, Deferred Compensation Plan, (Sen. Ellis Black-R)
Relating to deferred compensation plans, so as to provide that the governing authority of a municipality
may pay cost or fees associated with an employee’s participation in a deferred compensation plan. Status:
Referred to Retirement Cmte, Passed Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Governmental
Affairs Cmte, Withdrawn and Recommitted to Retirement Cmte. DEAD

SB 341, Provide the Use of Cameras on Ignition Interlock Devices, (Sen. Lee Anderson – R)
Relating to ignition interlock devices, the purchase or lease of such devices by counties, municipalities, or
private entities, fees, costs, and deposits for such devices, and requirements for such devices when indigent,
so as to provide for the use of cameras on ignition interlock devices. Status: Referred to Public Safety
Committee. DEAD
SB 366, Wage and Compensation Studies for Employees of Sheriff’s Office and Law Enforcement, (Sen.
Steve Gooch – R)
To require counties and municipal corporations to perform wage and compensation studies for employees of
the sheriff's office and law enforcement agencies; to require certain agreement and consultations with
sheriffs and chief executives of law enforcement agencies of the county or municipal corporation in
conducting such studies; to guide the establishment of pay scales; to require the submission of certain pay
scales to the Department of Community Affairs. Status: Referred to Public Safety Cmte., Passed Cmte.,
Pending Rules, Passed Senate as Amended, Sent to House, Referred to Appropriations Cmte, Passed Cmte
by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte. DEAD
SB 371, Sales and Use Tax Information to Municipalities and Counties, (Sen. Lee Anderson –R)
Relating to confidential information secured in the administration of taxes, so as to change the provisions
regarding the furnishing of sales and use tax information to municipalities and counties. Status: Referred to
Finance Cmte, Passed Finance Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Ways
& Means Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, On to the Governor.
SB 377, State Workforce Development Board to TCSG, (Sen. Brian Strickland – R)
To transfer the State Workforce Development Board from the Department of Economic Development to the
Technical College System of Georgia; to revise duties and obligations of the State Workforce Development
Board. Status: Referred to Higher Education Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent
to House, Referred to Industry & Labor Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, On to the
Governor.
SB 385, Private Solid Waste Companies Surcharge, (Sen. Burt Jones – R)
To change the surcharge imposed by host local governments regarding solid waste disposal facilities
operated by private enterprises. Status: Referred to Natural Resources & Environment Cmte, Passed Cmte
by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Natural Resources Cmte,
Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, House Passed by Substitute, Sent to Senate, Senate
Disagreed, Sent to House, House Insisted, Sent to Senate, Senate Receded, On to the Governor.
SB 397, Municipalities Hire Real Estate Brokers, (Sen. Ben Watson – R)
To allow municipalities to hire state licensed real estate brokers to assist in the sale of real property; to
provide for the duties of the state licensed real estate broker. Status: Referred to State and Local
Governmental Operations Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to
Governmental Affairs, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, House Passed as Amended, Sent to Senate for
Agree/Disagree, Senate Agreed, On to the Governor.
SB 404, Separate Fee for Fire Sprinkler System, (Sen. Matt Brass – R)
To prohibit county, municipal, and other public water systems from charging or assessing a separate fee for
standby water service for fire sprinkler system connections. Status: Referred to Natural Resources Cmte,
Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Governmental
Affairs Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate for Agree/
Disagree, Senate Agreed, On to the Governor.
SB 425, Change Land Surveyor Provisions, (Sen. Steve Gooch – R)
To change provisions relating to professional land surveyors; to change and add certain defined terms; to
provide for land surveyor interns; to change certain educational and examination requirements. Status:
Referred to Regulated Industries Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate,
Sent to House, Referred to Regulated Industries, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed
House, Sent to Senate for Agree/Disagree, Senate Agreed, On to the Governor.

SB 426, BILD Act, (Sen. Steve Gooch – R)
To enact the "Broadband Infrastructure Leads to Development (BILD) Act" to limit the ability of local
governing authorities to prohibit, regulate, or charge for use of public rights of way under certain
circumstances. Status: Referred to Regulated Industries Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules
Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Energy, Utilities & Telecommunications Cmte, Passed
Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, House Passed by Substitute, Sent to Senate for Agee/Disagree.
DEAD
SB 448, Time Change for Claims to Municipal Government, (Sen. Donzella James – D)
Relating to written demand prerequisite to action for injury to person or property, time for presenting claim
and for consideration by governing authority, suspension of limitations, statement of specific amount of
monetary damages sought, and service of claim on city officials, so as to revise the time for presenting a
claim to a municipal governing authority. Status: Referred to State & Local Governmental Operations
Cmte. DEAD
SR 846, Limit Number of Municipal Corporations in State, (Sen. Blake Tillery – R)
A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution so as to limit the number of municipal
corporations in the state. Status: Referred to State & Local Governmental Operations. DEAD
Disabilities and Mental Health
HB 716, Georgia Pre-Arrest Diversion for Drug and Mental Health Treatment Act, (Rep. Paulette
Rakestraw – R)
Relating to law enforcement officers and agencies, so as to provide for self-referral to law enforcement
officers and agencies by persons seeking treatment for drug or alcohol abuse or dependence or mental
health issues…relating to hospitalization and treatment of voluntary patients, to provide for related matters.
Status: Referred to Judiciary Non-Civil Cmte. DEAD
HB 733, Expand Cancelable Loan Program for Psychiatrists in Rural Areas, (Rep. Kimberly Alexander – D)
Relating to medical professionals for rural areas assistance, so as to expand the service cancelable loan
program for certain health professionals in underserved rural areas to psychiatrists in areas that are lacking
in mental health services. Status: Referred to Health Cmte. DEAD
SB 4, Georgia Mental Health Treatment Task Force, (Sen. Renee Unterman-R)
Relating to medical assistance generally, so as to establish the Georgia Mental Health Treatment Task
Force; to provide for legislative findings; to provide for the membership, duties, compensation, and expense
allowances; to develop applications for a Medicaid waiver and block grant funding; to prohibit the
submission of a mental health Medicaid waiver application without legislative approval. Status: Referred to
Health and Human Services Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported By Substitute, Passed Senate, Sent to House,
Referred to Health & Human Services Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte,
Withdrawn from Rules Cmte Recommitted to Health & Human Services Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported
by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House by Cmte Substitute, Sent to Senate for Agree/Disagree,
Senate Agreed as Amended, Sent to House for Agree/Disagree, House Disagreed, Sent to Senate for Insist/
Recede. DEAD
SB 40, Authorize EMS personnel to transport certain mentally ill patients, (Sen. Renee Unterman-R)
Relating to examination, hospitalization, and treatment of involuntary patients, so as to provide for
authorization of emergency medical services personnel to transport certain mentally ill patients under
certain circumstances. Status: Referred to Health and Human Services Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported by
Substitute, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Health & Human Services Cmte, Cmte Favorably
Reported by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Recommitted to the Health Cmte. DEAD
SB 118, Change the age limit for coverage for autism spectrum disorders, (Sen. Renee Unterman-R)
Relating to coverage for autism, so as to change the age limit for coverage for autism spectrum disorders for
an individual covered under a policy or contract. Status: Referred to Insurance and Labor Cmte, Cmte
Favorably Reported, Pending Rules Cmte, Returned to Insurance and Labor Cmte, Passed Cmte by
Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Insurance Cmte, Passed Cmte

by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, House Passed, Sent to Senate for Agree/Disagree, Senate Agreed, On to
the Governor.
SB 318, Physician’s certificate for emergency examination, (Sen. Doc Rhett – D)
Relating to mental health so as to provide for the execution of a physician’s certificate for emergency
examination of person for involuntary evaluation and treatment from mental illness or alcohol or drug
abused based on consultation with an emergency medical technician or paramedic…to provide for
immunity. Status: Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules, Passed Senate, Sent
to House, Referred to Health Cmte, Hearing Only. DEAD
SB 352, Establish Commission on Substance Abuse and Recovery, (Sen. Renee Unterman – R)
To prohibit patient brokering; to create a director of Substance Abuse, Addiction, and Related Disorders; to
provide for appointment; to provide for qualifications; to establish the Commission on Substance Abuse and
Recovery; to provide for membership; to provide for duties; to amend Chapter 1 of Title 33 of the
O.C.G.A., relating to general provisions relative to insurance, so as to provide for a fraudulent insurance act
for the excessive, high-tech, or fraudulent drug testing of certain individuals; to provide for investigation by
the Commissioner; to provide for penalties. Status: Referred to Health Cmte., Cmte. passed with substitute,
Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Health Cmte. DEAD
Economic Development
HB 158, Creation of Georgia Gaming Commission and Destination Resorts, (Rep. Ron Stephens-R)
Relating to the creation, membership, appointments, and duties of the Georgia Gaming Commission; to
authorize the licensing of up to two destination resorts. Status: Referred to Regulated Industries Cmte.
DEAD
HB 951, Establish Center for Rural Prosperity and Innovation, (Rep. Jason Shaw – R)
To establish the Center for Rural Prosperity and Innovation; to provide for a director; to provide for the
incorporation of the Centers of Innovation Agribusiness administered by the Department of Economic
Development; to provide for the incorporation and structure of a new Georgia Rural Development Council.
Status: Referred to Small Business Development Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte,
Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Economic Development, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte,
Senate Passed as Amended, Sent to House for Agree/Disagree, House Agreed, On to the Governor.
HB 993, Regulation of Class B Slot Machines, (Rep. Ron Stephens-R) To general provisions related to bona
fide coin operated amusement machines, so as to provide that the Georgia Lottery Corporation may
determine by regulation the number of Class B bona fide coin operated amusement machines permitted in
business locations. Status: Referred to Regulated Industries Cmte. DEAD
HB 1020, Licensed Resort Facilities, (Rep. Robert Trammell – D)
To provide for the authorization in the state of three licensed resort facilities in counties, municipalities, and
consolidated governments that have approved by public referendum the establishment of such facilities; to
establish and provide for the distribution of funds to the State of Georgia Medicaid Expansion and REACH
Georgia Scholarship Trust Fund, the Georgia Problem Gaming Assistance Fund, and the Georgia Licensed
Resort Facility Host Community Fund; to provide for audits of licensed resort facilities. Status: Referred to
Regulated Industries Cmte. DEAD
HR 1399, Authorize Casino Gambling, (Rep. Robert Trammell – D)
To authorize the General Assembly to provide by law for casino gambling in this state; to provide that the
General Assembly by law shall allocate taxes, revenues, fees, and assessments derived from the licensing,
regulation, and taxation of casino gambling to the State of Georgia Medicaid Expansion and REACH
Georgia Scholarship Trust Fund for the specific purpose of expanding Medicaid eligibility and
implementation of certain services and to fund REACH Georgia Scholarship Program to be established by
law. Status: Referred to Regulated Industries Cmte. DEAD
SB 17, Local authorities to authorize Sunday times to sell alcoholic beverages, (Sen. Renee Unterman-R)

Relating to alcoholic beverages, so as to provide that governing authorities of counties and municipalities in
which the sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises is lawful may authorize sales of such
alcoholic beverages during a certain time on Sundays. Status: Referred to Regulated Industries and Utilities
Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Regulated Industries, Passed
House, On to the Governor.
SB 79, Creation of Georgia Gaming Commission and Destination Resorts, (Sen. Brandon Beach-R)
Relating to the creation, membership, appointments, and duties of the Georgia Gaming Commission; to
authorize the licensing of up to two destination resorts. Status: Referred to Regulated Industries and
Utilities Cmte, Hearing Only in Cmte. DEAD
SR 249, A Constitutional Amendment to authorize casino resorts, (Sen. Brandon Beach-R)
A Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution, so as to provide by law for the local
authorization of a limited number of licensed destination casino resorts within the state; to authorize the
operation and regulation of limited casino gaming within the state; and to provide for the submission of this
amendment for ratification or rejection. Status: Referred to Regulated Industries and Utilities Cmte. DEAD
Environment & Natural Resources
HB 205, Oil and Gas Deep Drilling Act, (Rep. John Meadows-R)
Relating to mining and drilling, so as to regulate the exploration and extraction of gas and oil and to create
an Oil and Gas Board and impose a severance tax on the extraction of oil and gas. Status: Referred to the
Energy, Utilities and Telecommunications Cmte, Hearing Only in Energy Subcmte, Second Hearing Only in
Energy Subcmte, Energy Subcmte Favorably Reported, Cmte Favorably Reported by Substitute, Pending
Rules Cmte, Passed House by Substitute, Sent to Senate, Referred to Regulated Industries & Utilities, Cmte
Favorably Reported by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate As Amended, Pending House to
Agree, House Agreed as Amended, Senate Disagreed, House Insisted, Conference Cmte Appointed, House
Conference Committee Report Adopted, Senate Conference Committee Report Adopted, On to the
Governor.
SB 191, Regulation and permitting of petroleum pipelines, (Sen. Rick Jeffares-R)
Relating to conservation and natural resources, eminent domain, and state government, respectively, so as to
provide for the regulation and permitting of petroleum pipelines in this state; to provide for the issuance of
certain permits by the director of the Environmental Protection Division of the Department of Natural
Resources. Status: Referred to Natural Resources and the Environment Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported by
Substitute, Passed Senate, Sent to the House, Referred to Energy, Utilities & Telecommunications Cmte,
Hearing Only in Energy Subcmte, Cmte Favorably Reported by Substitute, Pending Rules, Returned to
Energy Subcmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, On House Calendar, House Postponed.
DEAD
General Government
HB 399, Campaign Finance Act, (Rep. Wendell Willard-R)
Provides for the Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission and its
composition, duties, powers, authority, and funding; to provide for procedures regarding complaints,
disclosures, and other filings; to provide limitations on campaign contributions and expenditures; to provide
for disclosure of contributions and expenditures and personal finances; to provide for the registration of
lobbyists. Status: Referred to Judiciary Cmte. DEAD
HB 489, Georgia Procurement Registry, (Rep. Tom McCall – R)
Relating to local government, so as to provide that the Georgia Procurement Registry shall be used in
addition to the official legal organ and other media outlets for advertisement of certain bid opportunities for
goods and services and public works construction contracts by a county, municipal corporation, or local
board of education; to provide that advertisement via the Georgia Procurement Registry shall be at no cost
to local government entities; to require advertisement of certain bid opportunities by local government
entities via the Georgia Procurement Registry. Status: Referred to Governmental Affairs Cmte, Passed
Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Economic Development &

Tourism Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House for Agree/
Disagree, House Agreed, On to the Governor.
HB 620, Standards for the issuance of a license to issue industrial loans, (Rep. Earl Ehrhart-R)
Relating to industrial loans, so as to provide for standards for the issuance of a license to issue industrial
loans; to provide for standards for and require certain disclosures related to insurance premiums on
industrial loans. Status: Referred to Regulated Industries Cmte. DEAD
HB 811, Dept. of Revenue provide info on noncompliant taxpayers, (Rep. Jay Powell – R)
To provide that the Department of Revenue is authorized to share tax information for the provision of
services that assist the department in the identification of taxpayers that are noncompliant with sales and use
taxes; to authorize compensation for such services on a contingency fee basis. Status: Referred to Ways and
Means Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Finance
Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules, Passed Senate, On to the Governor.
HB 823, North Georgia Cherokee Indians as Legitimate, (Rep. Tom Kirby – R)
To recognize the North Georgia Cherokee Indians as a legitimate American Indian tribe. Status: Referred to
Judiciary Cmte. DEAD
HB 887, Facilitating Broadband Throughout State, (Rep. Jay Powell – R)
Relating to local government, military, emergency management, and veteran affairs, public utilities and
public transportation, revenue and taxation, and state government respectively, so as to facilitate and
incentivize adequate and expanded broadband and other communications services throughout the state.
Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed
House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Regulated Industries & Utilities Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute,
Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate by Substitute. DEAD
Note: Language from HB 887 was incorporated into SB 402, which became the omnibus rural broadband
bill that passed the House and Senate.
HB 973, Lobbyists Sexual Harassment Policy, (Rep. Jan Jones – R)
To provide that lobbyists shall acknowledge receiving, reading, and agreeing to abide by the sexual
harassment policy of the General Assembly as a condition to lobbyist registration; to provide that violation
of the sexual harassment policy by a lobbyist shall be grounds for sanctioning such lobbyist. Status:
Referred to Rules Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate,
Referred to Ethics Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate by Substitute,
Sent to House for Agree/Disagree, House Agreed. On to the Governor.
SB 232, FIBRE Act, (Sen. Steve Gooch – R)
Relating to local government, public utilities and public transportation, revenue and taxation, and state
government, respectively, so as to provide for broadband service planning, deployment, and incentives; to
provide for the creation and administration of the Georgia Gigabit Ready Community Site designation
program by the Department of Economic Development; to change the definitions relative to the
"OneGeorgia Authority Act" to include broadband services in the terms "cost of project" and "project."
Status: Referred to Regulated Industries Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed
Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Ways & Means Cmte. DEAD
Note: Language from SB 232 was incorporated into SB 402, which became the omnibus rural broadband
bill that passed the House and Senate.
SB 319, Consolidation of Fire Safety Services in Georgia, (Sen. John Albers – R)
To establish the Department of Fire Safety. Status: Referred to Public Safety Cmte., Passed Cmte., Pending
Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Public Safety Cmte, Withdrawn and Referred to
Insurance Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House by Substitute, Sent to
Senate for Agree/Disagree, Senate Disagreed, Sent to House for Insist/Recede. DEAD
Note: House Insurance Chairman Richard Smith removed the content of SB 319 in his Insurance
Committee and inserted a Committee Substitute that transfers the Fire Marshal, Deputy Fire Marshal

and Chief Arson Investigator from the Insurance Commissioner’s office to the Georgia Firefighters

Standards &Training Council. However, the Commissioner of Insurance shall be the Safety Fire
Commissioner and Safety Fire Division of the Office of Insurance Commissioner shall be headed
by an individual appointed by the Insurance Commissioner. The original language from SB 319
creating the Department of Fire Safety was inserted in HB 149 by Senator John Albers in the Senate Public
Safety Cmte meeting.
SB 395, Georgia Joint Defense Commission, (Sen. Ben Watson – R)
Relating to the Defense Community Economic Development Fund, so as to create the Georgia Joint
Defense Commission. Status: Referred to Veterans, Military, and Homeland Security Cmte, Passed Cmte
by Substitute, Pending Rules, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Economic Development & Tourism
Cmte, Recommitted to Economic Development & Tourism Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending
Rules Cmte, House Passed, Sent to Senate for Agree/Disagree, Senate Agreed, On to the Governor.
SB 402, Achieving Connectivity Everywhere (ACE) Act, (Sen. Steve Gooch – R)
To provide for broadband services planning, deployment, and incentives; to provide authorization for the
Department of Transportation to take certain actions to enable the rights of way of interstate highways to be
used for the deployment of broadband and other communications technologies; to change certain definitions
relative to the "OneGeorgia Authority Act" to include broadband services. Status: Referred to Regulated
Industries Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules, Senate Passed, Sent to House, Referred to
Ways & Means Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House by Substitute, Sent to
Senate for Agree/Disagree, Senate Disagreed, Sent to House, House Insisted, Conference Cmte Appointed,
H: Jay Powell, Terry England and Sam Watson / S: Steve Gooch, John Kennedy and John Albers, House
and Senate each Adopted the Conference Cmte Report, On to the Governor.
SB 451, Remove Authority from State Soil and Water Conservation Commission, (Sen. Larry Walker – R)
To remove authority of the State Soil and Water Conservation Commission to formulate certain rules and
regulations in consultation with the Environmental Protection Division of the Department of Natural
Resources. Relating to water resources, so as to modify provisions relating to regulated riparian rights to
surface waters for general or farm use, permits for withdrawal, diversion or impoundment, coordination
with water plans, metering of farm use, interbasin transfers, and appeal procedures. Status: Referred to
Agriculture Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred
to Natural Resources Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate
for Agree/Disagree, Senate Agreed, On to the Governor.
Health – General
HB 301, Delete income tax deduction for certain physicians serving as community based faculty physicians,
(Rep. Jodi Lott-R)
Relating to imposition, rate, computation, and exemptions from income taxes, so as to delete an income tax
deduction for certain physicians serving as community based faculty physicians; to create a new income tax
credit for taxpayers who are licensed physicians, advanced practice registered nurses, or physician assistants
who provide uncompensated preceptorship training to medical students, advanced practice registered nurse
students, or physician assistant students. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte, Cmte Favorably
Reported by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Finance Cmte,
Withdrawn and Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate
by Substitute, Sent to the House for Agree/Disagree. DEAD
Note: Health Cmte Chair Renee Unterman added the language from her bill, SB 334, which moves the
Georgia Board of Nursing to the Department of Community Health for administrative purposes to HB 301.
HB 769, Establishment of Rural Center for Health Care Innovation and Sustainability, (Rep. Rick Jasperse
– R)
To implement recommendations from the House Rural Development Council relating to health care issues;
to revise provisions relative to pharmacy practices; to provide for and revise definitions; to revise provisions
relative to credentialing and billing; to provide for the establishment of the Rural Center for Health Care
Innovation and Sustainability; to revise provisions relative to certificate of need; to provide for the
establishment of micro-hospitals; to provide for a grant program for insurance premium assistance for

physicians practicing in medically underserved rural areas of the state. Status: Referred to Health Cmte,
Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Health Cmte,
Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House for Agree/Disagree, House
Agreed as Amended, On to the Governor.
HR 36, Production and sale of medical cannabis to individuals for medical use, (Rep. Allen Peake-R)
A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution so as to authorize the General Assembly to
provide by law for the regulation of the production of cannabis and sale of medical cannabis to certain
individuals for medical usage as provided by law; to provide that the fees paid from the production of
cannabis and state tax proceeds from the sale of medical cannabis be dedicated. Status: Referred to
Judiciary Non-Civil Cmte. DEAD
SB 25, Create Georgia Health Care Transparency Initiative, (Sen. Joshua McKoon-R)
Relating to general provisions of insurance, so as to create the Georgia Health Care Transparency Initiative;
to provide for definitions; to provide for a purpose; to provide for a Georgia Health Care Initiative Board; to
provide for the board's membership and duties; to provide for the Commissioner's duties; to provide for
subcommittees. Status: Referred to Insurance and Labor Cmte. DEAD
SB 300, Medical Assistance, (Sen. Doc Rhett – D)
Relating to medical assistance to provide for a program of premium assistance to enable eligible individuals
to obtain health care coverage. Status: Referred to Health Cmte. DEAD
SB 357, Health Coordination and Innovation Council of Georgia, (Sen. Dean Burke – R)
To create the Health Coordination and Innovation Council of the State of Georgia. Status: Referred to
Health Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Health
Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate for Agree/Disagree,
Senate Agreed, On to the Governor.
SB 364, Delegation of Authority to Physician Assistants, (Sen. Chuck Hufstetler – R)
Relating to delegation of authority to physician assistants, so as to authorize a higher supervisory ratio for
physician assistants who have completed a board approved anesthesiologist assistant program. Status:
Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Health Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House,
Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, On to the Governor.
Health – Public Health
HB 28, Test for lead contamination in drinking water, public and private schools, (Rep. Billy Mitchell-D)
To require testing of drinking water in public and private schools for lead contamination; to provide for
remediation plans or alternate sources of drinking water. Status: Referred to Education Cmte. DEAD
HB 200, Authorizing students to carry and self-administer sunscreen, (Rep. Mark Newton-R)
Require local boards of education to adopt policies authorizing students to carry and self-administer
sunscreen. Status: Referred to Education Cmte. DEAD
HB 263, Provide dental services for Medicaid recipients and PeachCare for Kids, (Rep. Darlene Taylor-R)
Relating to medical assistance generally, so as to provide for administrators for dental services for Medicaid
recipients and PeachCare for Kids participants; to require the Department of Community Health to
competitively bid out and contract with such administrators. Status: Referred to Health & Human Services.
DEAD
HB 274, Makes smoking inside of any motor vehicle when a person under 13 is present an offense, (Rep.
Sandra Scott-D)
Relating to general provisions regarding offenses against public health and morals, so as to provide for the
offense of smoking inside any motor vehicle when a person who is under 13 years of age is present; to
provide for a criminal penalty. Status: Referred to Judiciary Non-Civil. DEAD
HB 454, Publicly funded health facilities offering HIV testing, (Rep. Park Cannon-D)

Relating to control of HIV, so as to provide for certain information in publicly funded health facilities
offering HIV testing. Status: Referred to Health & Human Services Cmte. DEAD
HB 673, Distracted Driving, (Rep. John Carson-R)
To provide for the safe use of wireless communication devices while driving; to provide for punishment
when a driver was operating a motor vehicle while using a wireless telecommunications device. Status:
Referred to Judiciary Non-Civil Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent
to Senate, Referred to Judiciary Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate As
Amended, Sent to House for Agree/Disagree, House Agreed as Amended, Sent to Senate, Senate Agreed as
Amended, On to the Governor.
HB 736, Pop-up Restaurant Permits, (Rep. Rick Williams – R)
Relating to food service establishments, so as to provide that the facilitator of pop-up restaurant services
may obtain a permit for certain locations for the operation of pop-up restaurants; to define certain terms; to
provide that a participating restaurant shall not be required to obtain a separate license to provide such
services at such locations. Status: Referred to Regulated Industries Cmte. DEAD
HB 743, Sudden Cardiac Arrest Prevention Act, (Rep. David Clark – R)
To provide for guidelines and other relevant materials to inform students participating in interscholastic
athletic activities about the nature and warning signs of sudden cardiac arrest; to provide for definitions; to
provide for informational meetings; to provide for removal from an athletic activity under certain
circumstances and to establish return to play policies; to require annual review by coaches. Status: Referred
to Education Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate,
Referred to Education and Youth Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Senate Tabled. DEAD
HB 764, Lawful Possession of Low THC oil, PTSD Authorized for Use of THC, (Rep. David Clark – R)
To provide for certain circumstances for the lawful possession or control of certain quantities of low THC
oil and marijuana. Relating to the Department of Public Health, so as to add post traumatic stress disorder to
the conditions authorized for the use of low THC oil; to provide for licensing for cultivation of cannabis for
the purpose of producing, processing, and dispensing low THC oil in this state. Status: Referred to
Judiciary Non-Civil Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate,
Referred to Health Cmte. DEAD
HB 835, Special Event Tobacco Permits, (Rep. Jodi Lott – R)
To provide for the issuance of special event tobacco permits to licensed dealers authorizing off-premise
sales of certain tobacco products at special events or temporary locations; to provide for the promulgation
of certain rules and regulations by the state revenue commissioner. Status: Referred to Ways and Means
Cmte, Withdrawn and Recommitted to Regulated Industries Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte,
Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Finance Cmte, Hearing Only in Subcmte. DEAD
HB 877, Tax Rate on Modified Risk Tobacco Products, (Rep. Chad Nimmer – R)
To lessen the tax rate on modified risk tobacco products. Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte, Passed
Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Defeated in House 59 to 109. DEAD
HB 884, Local Government Fluoridation Option, (Rep. Karen Mathiak – R)
To provide that communities may impose or remove fluoridation by referendum under certain
circumstances. Status: Referred to Health Cmte. DEAD
HB 909, Designation of Perinatal Facilities, (Rep. Debra Silcox – R)
Relating to the Department of Public Health, so as to provide for the designation of perinatal facilities.
Status: Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate,
Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, On to the Governor.
HB 926, Local Schools Submit Reports on Student Health and PE, (Rep. Beth Beskin – R)
To require each local school system to submit certain information relating to student health and physical
education; to provide for a report by the State Board of Education. Status: Referred to Education Cmte.
DEAD

HB 996, Strategic Integrated Data System, (Rep. Katie Dempsey – R)
Relating to the Georgia Technology Authority, so as to establish the Strategic Integrated Data System; to
create a governing board and provide for its membership and terms; to provide for oversight of the project;
to provide for board responsibilities; to provide for reporting; to provide for funding; to provide for data
sharing; to provide for immunity; to provide for open records and meetings. Status: Referred to
Governmental Affairs Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules, Passed House, Sent to Senate,
Referred to Health Cmte. DEAD
SB 81, Jeffrey Dallas Gay, Jr., Act., (Sen. Renee Unterman-R)
Provide that the state health officer may issue a standing order permitting certain persons and entities to
obtain opioid antagonists under the conditions the state health officer may impose. Status: Referred to
Health and Human Services Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to
House, Referred to Health & Human Services Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte.
DEAD
SB 184, Integrated Population Health Data Project, (Sen. Chuck Hufstetler-R)
Relating to the Office of Planning and Budget, so as to establish the Integrated Population Health Data
Project; to create a governing board and provide for its membership and terms; to provide for oversight of
the project; to provide for board responsibilities. Status: Referred to Appropriations Cmte, Passed Cmte by
Substitute, Pending Rules, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Judiciary Cmte, Passed Cmte by
Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte. DEAD
Note: The Judiciary Committee completed gutted SB 184 and replaced it with language that would allow a
specific proposed sports medicine development to avoid the Certificate of Need (CON) process.
SB 245, 'Cory Joseph Wilson Act', (Sen. Butch Miller-R)
Relating to competencies and core curriculum in elementary and secondary education, so as to give a short
title to a Code section relating to cardiopulmonary resuscitation and use of automated external defibrillators
in schools. Status: Referred to Health & Human Services Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules
Cmte, Recommitted to Health Cmte. DEAD
SB 329, Sovereign Immunity Coverage for Boards of Health, (Sen. Renee Unterman-R)
Relating to torts claims, so as to provide that boards of health are covered entities under the waiver of
sovereign immunity pursuant to The Georgia Tort Claims Act. Status: Referred to Judiciary Cmte. DEAD
SB 335, Expand Offense for Sex Trafficking, (Sen. Renee Unterman – R)
Relating to trafficking of persons for labor or sexual servitude, so as to expand the offense of trafficking an
individual for sexual servitude. Status: Referred to Judiciary Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred
to Judiciary Non-Civil Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Postponed. DEAD
SB 336, Not to notify subscriber of electronic communications records, (Sen. Renee Unterman – R)
Relating to general provisions relevant to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, so as to provide that when a
subpoena is issued for production of electronic communication service records for computer or electronic
devices that are used in furtherance of certain offenses against minors, such provider of electronic
communication service or other computer service shall not provide notice of such subpoena to the
subscriber or customer of such service. Status: Referred to Judiciary Cmte, Passed Cmte, Passed Senate,
Sent to House Referred to Judiciary Non-Civil Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte,
Passed House, Sent to Senate for Agree/Disagree, Senate Agreed, On to the Governor.
SB 424, Establishment of Center for Rural Health Innovation, (Sen. David Lucas – D)
To provide for the establishment of the Center for Rural Health Innovation and Sustainability. Status:
Referred to Health Cmte. DEAD
SB 447, Genetic Conditions Added to DPH System, (Sen. Donzella James – D)
To add Tay-Sachs disease, cystic fibrosis, polycystic kidney disease, Huntington's disease, Marfan
syndrome, and neurofibromatosis to the genetic conditions identified by the Department of Public Health

for inclusion in the system for the prevention of serious illness, severe physical or developmental disability,
and death caused by genetic conditions. Status: Referred to Health Cmte. DEAD
SR 307, Sexual Exploitation and Human Trafficking Joint Task Force, (Sen. Renee Unterman – R)
A RESOLUTION creating the Sexual Exploitation and Human Trafficking Joint Task Force. Status:
Referred to Rules Cmte, Passed Cmte, Sent to House, Referred to Judiciary Non-Civil Cmte, Passed Cmte,
Withdrawn and Recommitted to Judiciary Non-Civil Cmte. DEAD
SR 865, Council on Respiratory Health Promotion, (Sen. Fran Millar – R)
A RESOLUTION supporting the creation of the State of Georgia Council on Respiratory Health Promotion.
Status: Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate.
Hospitals
HB 71, Insurance; consumer protections regarding health insurance, (Rep. Richard Smith-R)
Relating to insurance, so as to provide for consumer protections regarding health insurance; to provide for
definitions; to provide for disclosure requirements of providers, hospitals, and insurers; to provide for
network composition; to provide for billing and reimbursement of in-network and out-of-network services;
to provide for payment of emergency services. Status: Referred to Insurance Cmte, Cmte Favorably
Reported by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, House Postponed, House Postponed, House Tabled,
Recommitted to Health Cmte. DEAD
HB 81, Health facilities to receive tax refund setoffs for collection of medical debts, (Rep. Tom McCall-R)
Relating to income taxes, so as to allow certain health care facilities to receive income tax refund setoffs for
collection of medical debts. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending
Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Finance Cmte. DEAD
HB 149, Comprehensive regulation of trauma scene cleanup, (Rep. Alan Powell-R)
Relating to law enforcement officers and agencies, so as to provide for the comprehensive regulation of
trauma scene cleanup services and regulated waste transport. Status: Referred to Public Safety &
Homeland Security Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House by
Substitute, Sent to the Senate, Referred to Public Safety Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported, Pending Rules
Cmte, Tabled in Senate, Recommitted to Public Safety Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules
Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House for Agree/Disagree, House Agreed as Amended, Sent to Senate for
Agree/Disagree. Senate Disagreed. DEAD
Note: Sen. Albers’ language from SB 319 creating a new Department of Fire Safety was inserted into this
bill.
HB 299, Certificate of Need Modification, (Rep. Wendell Willard-R)
Relating to state health planning and development, to eliminate the requirement that certain expenditures by
a health care facility are required to obtain a certificate of need; to eliminate the requirement for certificate
of need for medical equipment; to exempt freestanding emergency departments from certificate of need
requirements; to eliminate exemptions for certain capital expenditures and cost overruns. Status: Referred
to Governmental Affairs Cmte, Tabled in Subcmte. DEAD
HB 426, Delegation of certain medical acts to advanced practice registered nurses, (Rep. Sharon Cooper-R)
Relating to delegation of certain medical acts to advanced practice registered nurses, so as to provide an
exception to the number of advanced practice registered nurses with which a delegating physician can enter
into a protocol agreement at any one time for nurses in certain locations under certain conditions. Status:
Referred to Health & Human Services Cmte. DEAD
HB 464, Destination cancer hospitals, (Rep. Wendell Willard-R)
Relating to state health planning and development, so as to provide for a five-year phase-in decrease in the
percentage of out-of-state patients required to compose the patient base; to eliminate the licensed bed
capacity maximum for destination cancer hospitals in two years; to increase the required charity care of a
destination cancer hospital for purposes of certificate of need for the next five years. Status: Referred to
Governmental Affairs Cmte, Tabled in Subcmte. DEAD

HB 487, Disaster Volunteer Relief Act, (Rep. Josh Bonner-R)
Relating to the Disaster Volunteer Relief Act, so as to authorize certain employees of state agencies to be
granted leave from work with pay in order to participate in specialized disaster relief services. Status:
Referred to Public Safety & Homeland Security Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported, Pending Rules. Returned
to Public Safety & Homeland Security Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Public Safety
Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte. DEAD
HB 517, Registration of diagnostic imaging equipment, (Rep. Tom Taylor-R)
Relating to regulation of hospitals and related institutions, so as to provide for the registration of diagnostic
imaging equipment. Status: Referred to Health & Human Services Cmte. DEAD
HB 643, Certificate of Need, (Billy Mitchell – D)
Relating to regulation and construction of hospitals and other health care facilities, so as to require the
development of quality assurance standards for the health care facility. Status: Referred to Health and
Human Services Cmte. DEAD
HB 669, Medicaid Expansion, (Rep. Bob Trammell-D)
To provide for Medicaid expansion under the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Status:
Referred to Appropriations Cmte. DEAD
HB,678, Surprise Billing, (Rep. Richard Smith-R)
To provide for disclosure requirement of health insurance; to provide for disclosure requirements of
providers, hospitals, and insurers; to provide for billing, reimbursement, and arbitration of certain services.
Status: Referred to Insurance Cmte, Passed out of Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House by Substitute,
Sent to Senate, Referred to Health Cmte. DEAD
HB 715, Dense Breast Tissue Mammogram Report, (Rep. Carolyn Hugley – D)
As to require certain notice in a mammogram report to patients with dense breast tissue. Status: Referred to
Health Cmte. DEAD
HB 747, Hemophilic Medicaid Patients, (Rep. Sharon Cooper -- R)
To provide that Medicaid recipients receive unrestricted access to medications prescribed for the treatment
of hemophilia. Status: Referred to Health Cmte. DEAD
HB 799, Post-stabilization care responsibilities for hospitals, (Rep. Sharon Cooper – R)
to provide certain requirements for out of network hospitals prior to providing post-stabilization care; to
provide for contact with the patient's health benefit plan or the plan's contracted health care provider; to
provide for transfer to an in network hospital; to provide for cost coverage associated with care and transfer.
Status: Referred to Insurance Cmte. DEAD
HB 827, Rural Hospital Organization Tax Credit, (Rep. Trey Kelley – R)
To increase the value of the rural hospital organization tax credit to 100 percent; to remove limitations on
total amounts allowed to individual taxpayers; to provide that credits are allowable to certain pass-through
entities; to provide for limits on contributions by individual taxpayers during the first six months of the
year; to extend the date for automatic repeal. Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte, Passed Cmte by
Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Finance Cmte, Passed Cmte by
Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Senate Tabled, DEAD
Note: Increasing the value of the rural hospital tax credit to 100% was added to HB 769, which passed the
House and Senate and on to the Governor.
HB 875, Health Insurance Plans Equal to Medicaid Coverage, (Rep. Debbie Buckner – D)
To require coverage by health benefit plans for certain services and procedures covered by Medicaid or
Medicare. Status: Referred to Insurance Cmte. DEAD
HB 974, Exempt Integrated Surgery Centers from CON, (Rep. Chuck Martin – R)

Relating to state health planning and development, so as to exempt integrated surgery centers from
certificate of need requirements. Status: Referred to Governmental Affairs. DEAD
SB 8, Surprise Billing and Consumer Protection Act, (Sen. Renee Unterman-R)
To provide for disclosure requirements of providers, hospitals, and insurers; to provide for billing and
reimbursement of out-of-network services; to provide for procedures for dispute resolution for surprise bills
for nonemergency services; to provide for payment of emergency services; to provide for an out-of-network
reimbursement rate workgroup. Status: Referred to Health and Human Services Cmte, Cmte hearing only,
Cmte Favorably Reported by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate by Substitute, Sent to House,
Referred to Insurance Cmte, On House Insurance Cmte Agenda for Monday morning, Cmte Favorably
Reported by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Recommitted to Rules Cmte from the House Floor,
Recommitted to Insurance Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to
Senate for Agree/Disagree. DEAD
SB 44, Exempt from public disclosure the identities of donors to rural hospitals, (Sen. Dean Burke-R)
Relating to when public disclosure not required, so that the identities of individual and corporate donors to
rural hospital organizations are exempt from public disclosure. Status: Referred to Health and Human
Services Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported, Pending Rules Cmte, Recommitted to Health Cmte. DEAD
SB 138, "Patient Compensation Act", (Sen. Brandon Beach-R)
Relating to torts, so as to create an alternative to medical malpractice litigation whereby patients are
compensated for medical injuries; to provide for a short title; to provide for legislative findings and intent;
to provide for definitions; to establish the Patient Compensation System and the Patient Compensation
Board. Status: Referred to Health and Human Services. DEAD
SB 157, Creates additional exemptions to the certificate of need, (Sen. Ben Watson-R)
Relating to state health planning and development, so as to create additional exemptions to the certificate of
need requirement. Status: Referred to Health & Human Services Cmte. DEAD
SB 158, Creates additional exemptions from the certificate of need requirement, (Sen. Ben Watson-R)
Creates additional exemptions from the certificate of need requirement; to create a certificate of need
process for freestanding emergency services; to provide for department application standards for
freestanding emergency services; to provide for additional exemptions from certificate of need for hospital
expenditures, multi-specialty surgical centers, and the sale of single specialty surgery centers. Status:
Referred to Health & Human Services Cmte. DEAD
SB 277, "Consumer Coverage for Emergency Medical Care Act", (Sen. Michael Williams-R)
Relating to insurance, so as to establish standards for carriers and health care providers with regard to
payment under a managed care plan in the provision of emergency medical care; to provide for
applicability; to provide for definitions; to provide for requirements regarding the provision of emergency
medical care for covered persons under a managed care plan; to provide for requirements for managed care
plan contracts between carriers and covered persons. Status: Referred to Insurance and Labor Cmte. DEAD
SB 321, Maximum Penalties for Medicaid fraud, (Sen. Blake Tillery – R)
Relating to the civil penalties for false or fraudulent Medicaid claims, so as to increase the civil penalties
that shall be imposed in order to allow this state to recover the maximum penalty authorized by federal law.
Status: Referred to Judiciary Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to
Judiciary Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate for Agree/
Disagree, Senate Agreed, On to the Governor.
SB 325, “Interstate Medical Licensure Compact Act, (Sen. Kay Kilpatrick – R)
Relating to physicians, assistants, and others, so as to enter into an interstate compact known as the
"Interstate Medical Licensure Compact Act"; to authorize the Georgia Composite Medical Board to
administer the compact in this state; to provide for the purpose of the compact; to provide definitions.
Status: Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House,
Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, House Passed by Substitute,
Sent to Senate for Agree/Disagree. DEAD

Note: In the House Health Cmte, the original language of SB 325 was removed and then step therapy
language and pilot bariatric surgical procedure language was inserted. It then passed as a Cmte Substitute.
SB 334, Ga. Board of Nursing Transfer to Department of Community Health, (Sen. Renee Unterman – R)
To transfer the Georgia Board of Nursing from the jurisdiction of the Secretary of State to the Department
of Community Health for administrative purposes only. Status: Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte,
Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Health Cmte. DEAD
Note: The language in SB 334 was added to HB 301 in the Senate Health Cmte by Chair Renee Unterman
and passed the Cmte by Substitute.
SB 351, Adding Powers to Georgia Board of Nursing, (Sen. Renee Unterman – R)
Relating to nurses, so as to revise certain provisions related to advanced nursing practice; to revise a
definition; to add certain powers to the Georgia Board of Nursing; to provide for expansion of roles and
restrictions. Status: Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed
Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Health Cmte. DEAD
SB 359, Balanced Billing in Emergency Medical Care, (Sen. Chuck Hufstetler – R)
To establish standards for carriers and health care providers with regard to payment under a managed care
plan in the provision of emergency medical care. Status: Referred to Insurance and Labor Cmte.,
Recommitted to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to
House, Referred to Insurance Cmte. DEAD
SB 399, Revise APRNs, (Sen. Michael Williams – R)
Relating to nurses, so as to revise certain provisions relating to advanced nursing practice; to provide for
changes to the roles and definitions of advanced nursing practice and advanced practice registered nurses; to
provide for certain titles and abbreviations by licensed nurses. Status: Referred to Health Cmte. DEAD
SB 400, Repeal CON, (Sen. Michael Williams – R)
To repeal the Certificate of Need program; relating to regulation of hospitals and related institutions, so as
to provide that certain requirements relating to charity and indigent care previously imposed as a condition
for a certificate of need are imposed as a condition of licensure. Status: Referred to Health Cmte. DEAD
SB 434, Name Change of GBPW, (Sen. Renee Unterman – R)
To change the name of the Georgia Board for Physician Workforce to the Georgia Board of Health Care
Workforce; to provide a definition; to add advanced practice registered nurses to the board's powers, duties,
and responsibilities. Status: Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate,
Sent to House, Referred to Health Cmte. DEAD
SB 459, Destination Cancer Hospital to CON Hospital, (Sen. Matt Brass – R)
To convert a destination cancer hospital to a hospital facility for certificate of need requirements upon
certain conditions; to revise a definition; to provide for payments to go the Indigent Care Trust Fund; to
repeal certain destination cancer hospital provisions relating to certificate of need; to provide for funds from
the Indigent Care Trust Fund to be used for the rural stabilization program. Status: Referred to Health
Cmte. DEAD
SB 462, Exempt Integrated Surgery Centers from CON, (Sen. John Albers – R)
Relating to state health planning and development, so as to exempt integrated surgery centers from
certificate of need requirements. Status: Referred to Economic Development & Tourism Cmte. DEAD
Insurance
HB 631, State employees' health insurance plan, (Rep. Trey Kelley-R)
Relating to the state employees' health insurance plan, so as to prohibit a corporation licensed to transact
accident and health insurance business in this state from providing health insurance benefits if it has been
out of network with any critical access hospital in the previous 12 months. Status: Referred to Insurance
Cmte. DEAD

HB 754, Division of a Domestic Insurer, (Rep. Jason Shaw – R)
To provide for the division of a domestic insurer into two or more resulting domestic insurers; to provide
for definitions; to provide for a plan of division subject to approval by the Insurance Commissioner; to
provide for a certificate of division; to provide for the effect of a division; to provide for the responsibilities
of a resulting insurer; to provide for shareholder appraisal rights; to provide for rules and regulations; to
revise the authorization and procedure for merger or consolidation. Status: Referred to Insurance Cmte,
Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Insurance &
Labor Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, On to the Governor.
HB 818, Reimbursement of Health Care Provider, (Rep. Lee Hawkins - R)
To provide that a health care provider shall choose the method by which such provider shall be reimbursed
by an insurer for health care services performed. Status: Referred to Insurance Cmte, Withdrawn from
Rules Cmte and Referred to Insurance Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed
House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Insurance & Labor Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed
Senate, On to the Governor.
HB 878, Procedure for Cancellation by Insured, (Rep. Heath Clark – R)
Relating to procedure for cancellation by an insured and notice, so as to change certain provisions regarding
cancellation of an insurance policy by an insured. Status: Referred to Insurance Cmte, Passed Cmte by
Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Defeated on House Floor 73 to 88, Motion to Reconsider House Action
Passed, House Passed, Sent to Senate, Referred to Insurance & Labor Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules
Cmte, Senate Passed as Amended, Sent to House for Agree/Disagree, House Agreed as Amended, Sent to
Senate for Agree/Disagree, House Receded, On to the Governor.
SB 248, Life insurers' requirement to review the National Association of Insurance Commissioners life
insurance policy locator, (Sen. Marty Harbin-R)
Relating to life insurance, so as to provide for life insurers' requirement to review the National Association
of Insurance Commissioners life insurance policy locator. Status: Referred to Insurance and Labor Cmte,
Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Insurance
Cmte. DEAD
SB 350, Update Notice Practices to Comport with Federal Law, (Sen. Larry Walker – R)
Relating to transactions requiring notice of information practices, form and content of notice, abbreviated
notice, and satisfaction of obligations by another institution or agent, so as to update notice practices
requirements by an insurance institution or agent to applicants or policyholders in the case of policy
renewal to comport with federal law. Status: Referred to Insurance & Labor Cmte, Passed Cmte by
Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Insurance Cmte, Passed Cmte,
Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, On to the Governor.
SB 381, Domestic Surplus Line Insurer, (Sen. Bruce Thompson – R)
To provide that a non-admitted insurer domiciled in this state will be deemed a domestic surplus lines
insurer if certain criteria are met. Status: Referred to Insurance & Labor Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute,
Pending Rules, Senate Passed, Sent to House, Referred to Insurance Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules
Cmte, Passed House, On to the Governor.
Pharmaceuticals
HB 30, Add synthetic opioid to Schedule I Controlled Substances, (Rep. Kevin Tanner-R)
Relating to Schedule I controlled substances, so as add a synthetic opioid to Schedule I. Status: Referred to
Judiciary Non-Civil Cmte. DEAD
HB 35, Pharmacy benefits managers required to confirm receipt of prior approval request within 48 hours,
(Rep. Bruce Broadrick-R)
Relating to regulation and licensure of pharmacy benefits managers, so as to require confirmation of receipt
of prior approval requests for prescription drugs within 48 hours. Status: Referred to the Insurance Cmte.
DEAD

HB 519, Certain review criteria used to establish step therapy protocols, (Rep. Sharon Cooper-R),
Relating to insurance generally, so as to require health benefit plans to utilize certain clinical review criteria
to establish step therapy protocols; to provide for a step therapy override determination process; to provide
for definitions; to provide for statutory construction; to provide for rules and regulations. Status: Referred
to Insurance Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate,
Referred to Health Cmte. DEAD
Note: In the House Health Cmte, the original language of SB 325 was removed and then step therapy
language and pilot bariatric surgical procedure language was inserted. It then passed as a Cmte Substitute.
HB 782, Prescription Drug Monitoring Program Data Base, (Rep. Trey Rhodes – R)
Relating to privacy and confidentiality, use of data, and security program for the prescription drug
monitoring program data base, so as to revise provisions relating to permissible users with access to the data
base. Status: Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate,
Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House
for Agree/Disagree. DEAD
HB 830, Annual Drug Bill, (Rep. Buddy Harden - R)
To change certain provisions relating to Schedules I and II controlled substances; to change certain
provisions relating to the definition of dangerous drug. Status: Referred to Judiciary Non-Civil Cmte,
Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Judiciary Cmte, Passed Cmte,
Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, On to the Governor.
HB 895, Prohibit Sale of Dextromethorphan to Minors, (Rep. Sharon Cooper – R)
To prohibit the sale to and by minors of drug products containing dextromethorphan. Status: Referred to
Health Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules. DEAD
SB 325, Interstate Medical Licensure Compact Act, (Sen. Kay Kirkpatrick-R)
Relating to physicians, assistants, and others so as to enter into an interstate compact. Status: Referred to
Health Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Health Cmte,
Passed Health Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House by Substitute, Sent to Senate for Agree/Disagree.
DEAD
Note: The original language of SB 325 was completely removed in the House Health Cmte and then step
therapy language and pilot bariatric surgical procedure language was inserted. It then passed as a Cmte
Substitute.
Study Committees
HR 913, Incorporating Law Enforcement in Treatment for Drug Use and Mental Health, (Rep. Paulette
Rakestraw – R)
A RESOLUTION creating the House Study Committee on Incorporating Law Enforcement in the Pathway
to Treatment and Social Services for Persons Having Challenges with Drug Use and Mental Health. Status:
Referred to Public Safety Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Passed House.
HR 1194, Retrospective Emergency Room Policies, (Rep. David Knight – R)
A RESOLUTION creating the House Study Committee on Retrospective Emergency Room Policies.
Status: Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House.
HR 1317, Study Committee on Reforming Real Property Taxation, (Rep. Andy Welch-R)
A RESOLUTION creating the House Study Committee on Reforming Real Property Taxation. Status:
Referred to Ways & Means Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House.
HR 1318, Long Term Care of Aging Population, (Rep. Sam Park – D)
A RESOLUTION creating the House Study Committee on Comprehensive Health and Long-Term Care of
Georgia's Aging Population. Status: Referred to Human Relations & Aging Cmte. DEAD
SR 772, Retrospective Emergency Rooms, (Sen. Bruce Thompson – R)

Creating the Joint Study Committee on Retrospective Emergency Room Policies. Status: Referred to
Health Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte. DEAD
SR 774, Adoption Expenses, (Sen. Jesse Stone – R)
A RESOLUTION creating the Joint Study Committee on Adoption Expenses. Status: Referred to Judiciary
Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Judiciary Non-Civil
Cmte, Passed Cmte. DEAD
SR 1063, CON Reform Study Committee, (Sen. Ben Watson-R)
A RESOLUTION creating the Senate Study Committee on Certificate of Need Reform; and for other
purposes. Status: Referred to Rules Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate.
Taxes
HB 56, Levy a tax on persons who enter certain rental agreements, (Rep. Ron Stephens-R)
Relating to specific, business, and occupation taxes, so as to levy and impose a tax on persons who enter
certain rental agreements with certain equipment rental companies within a certain period of time; to
provide for definitions; to require such equipment rental companies to collect such taxes and hold them in
escrow for a period of time; to provide that such companies shall pay their ad valorem tax liability for
certain rental equipment with such taxes and shall remit any excess funds to the general fund of the state
treasury; to provide for the reporting of statistical data related to such tax. Status: Referred to Ways &
Means Cmte, Withdrawn from Ways & Means Cmte and recommitted to Transportation Cmte. DEAD
HB 59, Tax credits for rehabilitation of historic structures, (Rep. Ron Stephens-R)
Changes to tax credits for the rehabilitation of historic structures, so as to revise procedures, conditions, and
limitations. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported by Substitute, Pending
Rules, Passed House by Substitute, Sent to the Senate, Referred to Finance Cmte, Income Tax Subcmte
Favorably Reported, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Recommitted to Finance Cmte,
Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate by Substitute, Sent to House for Agree/
Disagree, House Disagreed. DEAD
Note: Language was added in the Finance Cmte by Senator Miller to give a tax credit to manufactures of
zero emission automobiles.
HB 89, Type of investor eligible for certain income tax credits, (Rep. Dar'shun Kendrick-D)
Relating to income taxes, so as to add a type of investor eligible for certain tax credits. Status: Referred to
Ways & Means Cmte. DEAD
HB 145, Change method of charging tax on jet fuel, (John Carson-R)
Relating to general provisions regarding the state sales and use tax, so as to change the method of charging
such tax on jet fuel. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules
Cmte, Recommitted to Ways & Means Cmte. DEAD
HB 147, Income tax credit for films that employ veterans, (Rep. Pam Dickerson-D)
Relating to an income tax credit for film, video, or digital production in Georgia, so as to provide for an
additional credit amount for productions that employ veterans. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte.
DEAD
HB 217, Aggregate cap on contributions to certain scholarship organizations, (Rep. John Carson-R)
Relating to imposition, rate, computation, and exemptions from state income taxes, so as to increase the
amount of the aggregate cap on contributions to certain scholarship organizations in order to receive income
tax credits. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte, Income Tax Subcmte Favorably Reported, Cmte
Favorably Reported by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Finance
Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Pending House to
Agree, House Agreed as Amended, Senate Disagreed House Amend or Sub., House Insisted, Conference
Cmte Appointed by House: John Carson, Jay Powell & Earl Ehrhart, Conference Cmte Appointed by
Senate: Chuck Hufstetler, Brandon Beach & Ben Watson, House Passed Conference Report, Senate Passed
Conference Report, On to the Governor.

HB 236, Increase education tax credit, (Rep. Sam Teasley-R)
Relating to the qualified education tax credit, so as to increase the aggregate amount of tax credits allowed;
to provide for two separate application dates; to provide for an automatic annual increase; to provide for
rollover of tax credits. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte. DEAD
HB 277, Tax credit for recording industries created in less developed areas, (Rep. Spencer Frye-D) Relating
to tax credits for business enterprises in less developed areas, so as to provide that sound recording is an
industry eligible for a tax credit in less developed areas. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte. DEAD
HB 414, Certain unapproved and unused tax credits to be carried forward to next taxable year, (Rep. Sam
Teasley-R)
Relating to imposition, rate, computation, and exemptions from state income taxes, so as to provide for
certain unapproved and unused tax credits to be carried forward to the next taxable year. Status: Referred to
Ways & Means Cmte. DEAD
HB 604, Special district mass transportation sales and use tax, (Rep. Ron Stephens-R)
Relating to the special district mass transportation sales and use tax, so as to provide for a sales tax to be
levied for public transportation purposes. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte. DEAD
HB 696, Tax Exemption for computer equipment in data centers, (Rep. Trey Kelley-R)
To create a tax exemption for certain computer equipment sold or leased to certain entities for use in hightechnology data centers. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending
Rules Cmte, Defeated on House Floor 82 to 85, Motion to Reconsider Passed House, Passed House, Sent to
Senate, Referred to Finance Cmte, Tabled in Finance Cmte Meeting, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending
Rules Cmte, Passed Senate Sent to House for Agree/Disagree, House Agreed, On to the Governor.
HB 741, Changing Definition of Fair Market Value of Property, (Rep. John Corbett – R)
Relating to general provisions regarding ad valorem taxation of property, so as to change the definition of
fair market value of property. Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte. DEAD
HB 753, Excise Tax Exemption on Nonprofit Conference/Retreat Centers, (Rep. Don Hogan – R)
Relating to the excise tax on rooms, lodgings, and accommodations, so as to exempt nonprofit conference
and retreat centers. Status: Referred to Transportation Cmte. DEAD
HB 851, Expiration of low-income housing income tax credits, (Rep. Dale Rutledge – R)
To provide for the expiration of low-income housing income tax credits. Status: Referred to Ways and
Means Cmte. DEAD
HB 918, Revenue Code Updates, (Rep. Chuck Efstration – R)
To define the terms "Internal Revenue Code" and "Internal Revenue Code of 1986" and thereby incorporate
certain provisions of the federal law into Georgia law; to revise the individual exemption amounts; to revise
provisions relating to assignment of corporate income tax credits. Status: Referred to Ways and Means
Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Finance
Cmte, Passed Cmte, Sent to Rules Cmte, Rules Cmte of the Whole Passed by Substitute, Passed Senate by
Substitute, Sent to House, House Agreed to Senate Substitute, On to Governor Deal, Governor Deal Signed
March 2, 2018.
HR 158, Dedicate the revenues derived from fees or taxes to the public purpose for which they were
imposed, (Rep. Jay Powell-R)
Provide by general law for the dedication of revenues derived from fees or taxes to the public purpose for
which such fees or taxes were imposed; to provide for procedures. Status: Referred to Ways & Means
Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to
Appropriations Cmte. DEAD
HR 238, Annual allocation of 75% of revenue from sale of outdoor recreation equipment, (Rep. Sam
Watson-R)

A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution so as to authorize the General Assembly to
provide by general law for an annual allocation of 75 percent of the revenue derived from the state sales and
use tax with respect to the sale of outdoor recreation equipment to a trust fund to be used for the protection
and preservation of conservation land. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte., Passed Cmte, Pending
Rules Cmte, Rules Cmte Recommitted to Ways & Means Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules
Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Appropriations Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending
Rules Cmte, Passed Senate by Substitute, Sent to House for Agree/Disagreed, House Agreed as Amended,
Sent to Senate, Senate Agreed, On to the ballot.
Transportation
HB 68, Emergency pull off shoulders for motor vehicles in construction zones, (Rep. Andrew Welch-R)
Relating to general provisions relative to regulation of maintenance and use of public roads, so as to provide
for emergency pull off shoulders for motor vehicles in construction zones of road expansion projects.
Status: Referred to Transportation Cmte. DEAD
HB 96, Change definitions of rooms, lodgings, and accommodations for excise tax, (Rep. Jay Powell-R)
Relating to excise tax on rooms, lodgings, and accommodations, so as to change certain definitions
regarding such taxes. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte. DEAD
HB 103, Change certain definitions for motor fuel and road taxes, (Rep. Jay Powell-R)
Relating to motor fuel and road taxes, so as to change certain definitions regarding such taxes; to provide an
effective date. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte. DEAD
HB 107, Change definitions for rooms, lodgings, and accommodations for excise tax, (Rep. Jay Powell-R)
Relating to excise tax on rooms, lodgings, and accommodations, so as to change certain definitions
regarding such taxes. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte. DEAD
HB 150, Failure to Pay Tolls, (Rep. Alan Powell-R)
To provide for the placement of a hold on motor vehicle registration upon failure to pay tolls and
administrative fees. Status: Referred to Transportation Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Passed House,
Sent to Senate, Referred to Transportation Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Senate
Calendar, Senate Tabled, Passed Senate by Substitute, Sent to the House, House agrees to Senate Substitute,
On to the Governor.
Note: The Senate Substitute includes extending the sunset of the CPI tied to the gasoline excise tax rate to
2022.
HB 201, Exempt public mass transit vehicles from taxes on the sale of motor vehicle fuel, (Rep. Ron
Stephens-R)
Relating to an excise tax on motor fuels, so as to provide for an exemption from taxes on the sale of motor
vehicle fuel for use by public mass transit vehicles, certain vehicles operated by public campus
transportation systems. Status: Referred Ways & Means Cmte. DEAD
HB 379, Georgia Public Road Authority, (Rep. Kevin Tanner-R)
Relating to state government, so as to create the Georgia Public Road Authority; to provide for liberal
construction. Status: Referred to Transportation Cmte. DEAD
HB 796, Renew Holiday Sales Tax, (Rep. John Corbett – R)
To renew the sales tax holiday. Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte. DEAD
HB 876, Use of Wood in Construction of Buildings, (Rep. John Corbett – R)
Relating to state-wide application of minimum standard codes, adoption of more stringent requirements by
local governments, adoption of standards for which state code does not exist, and exemptions for farm
buildings and structures, so as to prohibit counties and municipalities from proscribing the use of wood in
the construction of buildings when state minimum standard codes are otherwise met. Status: Referred to
Agriculture Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred
to Agriculture Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, On to the Governor.

HB 929, Renew MOST Tax, (Rep. Chuck Efstration – R)
Relating to the water and sewer projects and costs tax (MOST), so as to allow for additional renewals of the
tax. Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to
Senate, Referred to Finance Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, On to the Governor.
HB 930, Georgia Regional Transportation Authority, (Rep. Kevin Tanner – R)
Relating to provisions applicable to counties, municipal corporations, and other governmental entities,
revenue and taxation, and the Georgia Regional Transportation Authority; to create a special district in Cobb
County for purposes of entering a rapid transit contract with the authority. Status: Referred to
Transportation Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate,
Referred to Transportation Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Senate, Passed, Sent to
House for Agree/Disagree, House Disagreed, Senate Insisted, House Insisted, Conference Cmte Appointed:
H: Kevin Tanner, Jan Jones and Calvin Smyre, S: Brandon Beach, Steve Gooch and David Lucas, House
Passed Conference Report, Senate Passed Conference Report, On to the Governor.
SB 58, Repeal the excise tax on hotel and motel room rentals, (Sen. Joshua McKoon-R) Relating to an
excise tax on hotel and motel room rentals, so as to repeal such provision; to provide for an effective date.
Status: Referred to Finance Cmte. DEAD
SB 89, Provide for state investment in railways, railroad facilities, and equipment, (Sen. David Shafer-R)
Relating to officers in the Department of Transportation, so as to provide for state investment in railways
and railroad facilities and equipment; to provide that the commissioner of transportation may administer a
Georgia Freight Railroad Program. Status: Referred to Transportation Cmte, Cmte Favorably Reported by
Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate by Substitute, Sent to the House, Referred to Transportation
Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House by Substitute, Sent to Senate for
Agree/Disagree. DEAD
SB 386, Exception to Ceiling on Local Sales & Use Tax, T-SPLOST for ATL, (Sen. Brandon Beach – R)
to provide for an exception to the ceiling on local sales and use taxes; to provide for the imposition of a
transit special purpose local option sales and use tax within special districts; relating to the Georgia
Regional Transportation Authority, so as to create the Atlanta-region Transit Link "ATL" Commission to
serve as a division within such authority. Status: Referred to Transportation Cmte, Passed Cmte by
Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Transportation Cmte, Passed
Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte. DEAD
Note: The House companion bill, HB 920 passed the House and Senate.
SB 391, Exempt Transit Vehicles from ID requirements, (Sen. Brandon Beach – R)
To exempt transit service buses, motor vehicles, and rapid rail systems from requirements relating to
identification and regulation of motor vehicles. Status: Referred to Transportation Cmte, Passed Cmte,
Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Transportation Cmte, Passed Cmte,
Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, On to the Governor.
SB 445, Standards for Contracts for DOT, (Sen. Steve Gooch – R)
Relating to highways, bridges, and ferries, so as to provide for standards for contracts entered into by the
Department of Transportation; to provide for a contract bidding process and award procedure; to prohibit
camping on portions of the state highway system or property owned by the department. Status: Referred to
Transportation Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House,
Referred to Transportation Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House by
Substitute, Sent to Senate for Agree/Disagree, Senate Agreed as Amended, Sent to House for Agree/
Disagree, House Agreed, On to the Governor.
SB 460, Integrate “ATL” Brand into MARTA, (Sen. Brandon Beach – R)
To provide for adoption of a logo and brand to include the term "ATL" by such Authority by a certain date;
to remove a limitation on the amount of funds such Authority may receive from the state; to provide for the
publishing of standards for bus service for a fiscal year; to provide for clarification on the responsible
parties for debt in relation to the issuance of certain revenue bonds; to amend requirements for

transportation services contracts between the Authority and a local government. Status: Referred to
Transportation Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House,
Referred to Transportation Cmte. DEAD

###

