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Weekly Legislative Report #4

Week Ending February 6, 2026

Picking Up Speed, Ever So Slightly

This week closes out at Day 14 of the 40-day Legislative Session.
 
The House and Senate committees began to meet ever so slowly, but the major accomplishment of the week was the House passed the AFY 2026 appropriations bill and sent it to the Senate for their bite of the apple. The House nixed Governor Kemp’s income tax rebate plan, and instead they replaced it with a plan to send up to $500 checks to homeowners who pay property taxes. 

The House gave a haircut to the I-75 Henry County express lane funding, $15 million reduction for bridges in rural areas, while adding $15 million for airport aid and $4.2 million to make repairs to state owned short line railroads. And the House proposes utilizing undesignated state surplus funding for resurfacing needs of $100 million. Of course, this is the annual ying and yang of the budget negotiating process, so we will carefully follow their progress, weigh in as appropriate, and provide more information as we sort out the fundamental differences between the House, Senate and Governor.

Suprises Outside of the Gold Dome

The most talked about action of the week came about outside of the Capitol by Rick Jackson, a billionaire owner of a health care company. In a surprise move, Jackson held a press conference to announce that he was dropping his hat into Georgia’s governor’s race. Along with his hat, he said that he was prepared to spend $50 million of his own money in the campaign and has already begun airing  television commercials to introduce himself to Georgia’s voters. And with much less fanfare, Congressman Barry Loudermilk, from Georgia’s 11th congressional district, announced that he would not seek re-election after six terms in Congress.

Georgia Early Literacy Act

Speaker Burns announced the introduction of HB 1193, the Georgia Early Literacy Act of 2026, a legislative priority of Speaker Burns. that marks the most significant reform of Georgia’s education policy in nearly three decades. This legislation enables historic investments in K-3 education and reinforces Georgia’s commitment to ensuring every child across the state can dream big, achieve success and create a brighter future for themselves.” Literacy is one of the keys to life. The ability to read and receive a quality education opens doorways to opportunity and lifelong success, and right now, only one in three Georgia students can read at grade level by the end of third grade,” said Speaker Jon Burns. “That’s why the House is proud to put forward historic legislation that will facilitate generational change for our children, families, businesses and the entire state by ensuring every child has the chance to learn to read.” It should be noted that this legislation has a very big ally that knows the subject matter in Mrs. Dayle Burns, a long-time educator and school principal.
“HB 1193 is the most meaningful and significant education legislation the Georgia General Assembly has championed since the HOPE Scholarship in 1992,” said House Education Chairman Chris Erwin. “Students across the state will benefit from the policies included in the Georgia Early Literacy Act of 2026 for generations to come, and we look forward to working alongside the Senate to get this life-changing measure across the finish line.” A companion bill, SB 459, was introduced in the Senate by Senate Education Chairman Billy Hickman.
Domestic Violence Registry
Rep. Leesa Hagan has introduced HB 1142 to create a domestic violence registry for repeat offenders. The registry would be managed by the GBI and include an offender’s name, date of birth, photo and the date and county where the convictions occurred. If this initiative becomes law, it will make Georgia the second state in the nation to create such a registry. Tennessee was the first state to do so last month.
Next Week

The House and Senate will convene next Monday morning at 10:00 a.m. for four days before taking a recess day on Friday, February 13th. 

Legislative Tracking Report

Here are the bills we are tracking. New activity is noted in green. Click on the Bill Number to access the current version of the bill. 

The 2026 Legislative Session is the second session of the 2025-2026 Term of the Georgia General Assembly. Therefore, bills not passed or defeated last session are carried over to the 2026 session. Bills tabled on the floor or pending in the House or Senate Rules Committees at adjournment sine die of the 2025 session have been recommitted to the committee from whence they came.

Sections:
Aging
Business – Tort Reform
Business
City & County Governments & Regional Commissions
Economic Development
Elections
Environmental & Natural Resources
Government – General
Health – General
Hospitals – CON (Certificate of Need)
Hospitals
Insurance
Mental Health & Developmental Disabilities
Military Base Support
Pharmaceuticals
Public Health
Study Committee
Taxes
Transportation
Workers’ Comp
[bookmark: Aging]
Aging

HB 11, Health (Rep. Kim Schofield – D) 
So as to provide for sufficient staff for carrying out food and nutrition services at a long-term care facility; to provide for definitions; to provide for the employment of a licensed dietitian Status: Referred to Humans Relations

HB 291, Certification of community health workers (Rep. Darlene Taylor – R) 
So as to provide for the certification of community health workers; To provide for the establishment of the Georgia Community Health Worker Certification Committee. Status: Referred to Public and Community Health Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Health & Human Services Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Recommitted to Health & Human Services Cmte

HR 816, Creating the House Study Committee on an At-Risk Population (Rep. Scott Hilton – R)
A Resolution creating the House Study Committee on an At-Risk Populations Abuse Registry; and for other purposes. Status: Referred to Human Relations & Aging Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte

HB 1089, Ivermectin Over-the-counter Medication (Rep. Karen Mathiak – R)
So as to provide for ivermectin as an over-the-counter medication in this state; to remove ivermectin from the definition of, exceptions to, and exemptions from dangerous drugs. Status: Referred to Health Cmte

HB 1142,  Courts Pretrial Intervention and Diversion Program (Rep. Leesa Hagan – R)
So as to require certain agreements for certain offenses to be eligible for a Pretrial Intervention and Diversion Program; provide for the creation of a registry of recidivist domestic violence offenders; to provide for the maintenance of such registry; to provide for clerks of court to provide certain information to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation; to provide for the registration of recidivist domestic violence offenders; to provide for the assessment of fees on recidivist domestic violence offenders; to provide for the removal of recidivist domestic violence offenders after a period of time. Status: Referred to Judiciary Non-Civil Cmte

SB 428, Medicaid Reimbursement Waiver (Sen. Kay Kirkpatrick – R)
So as to direct the Department of Community Health to submit a waiver request to the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services to authorize the qualification for Medicaid reimbursement of certain home and community-based services. Status: Referred to Health Cmte

[bookmark: BusinessTortReform]Business

SB 418, Unauthorized Nude/Sexually Explicit Photograph Use (Sen. Max Burns – R)
So as to provide a cause of action against the knowing and unauthorized use of an individual’s photograph or image together with representations of nudity or sexually explicit conduct. Status: Referred to Judiciary Cmte

[bookmark: Business]Business

HB 987, Contractor benefit plans (Rep. Todd Jones – R)
So as to provide for portable benefit plans and portable benefit accounts for independent contractors. Status: Referred to Industry and Labor Cmte

SR 668, Property Taxes on Data Centers (Sen. Greg Dolezal – R)
A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution so as to authorize the General Assembly to provide by general law for the assessment of property taxes on property used primarily for the manufacturing, assembly, processing, or storage of products or the housing of electronic equipment primarily used to process, store, or transmit digital information and data; to provide for related matters; to provide for the submission of this amendment for ratification or rejection; and for other purposes. Status: Referred to Finance Cmte

[bookmark: CityCounty]City & County Governments and Regional Commissions

HB 152, Transportation, Department of; revise contracting procedures (Rep. Matt Reeves - R) 
[bookmark: _Int_y3Hekt2Y]So as to revise contracting procedures related to the acquisition of certain professional services by counties and municipalities. Status: Referred to Governmental Affairs Cmte

HB 225, Motor vehicles (Rep. Dale Washburn – R)
So as to repeal all laws relative to enforcement of speeding violations in school zones through the use of automated traffic enforcement safety devices Status: Referred to Motor Vehicles Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Public Safety Cmte, Withdrawn from Public Safety Cmte, Committed to Rules Cmte, Tabled, Taken off Table, Passed Senate by Substitute, Sent to House

HB 244, Relating to audit of financial affairs and transactions, contents, copy to state auditor (Rep. Chas Cannon – R)
Relating to audit of financial affairs and transactions, contents, copy to state auditor, and public inspection, so as to provide for local governments to request and receive in certain circumstances due date extensions related to filing annual audits with the state auditor. Status: Referred to Governmental Affairs Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to State and Local Governmental Operations Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Tabled, Recommitted to State and Local Governmental Operations Cmte

HB 318, Appeal and error; Zoning decisions of counties and municipal corporations (Rep. Matt Reeves – R) Relating to zoning procedures as pertaining to counties and municipal corporations, so as to provide for the appeal of superior court decisions on zoning decisions of counties and municipal corporations. Status: Referred to Governmental Affairs Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte

HB 387, Local government; Service delivery agreement (Rep. Brad Thomas – R) 
So as to require service delivery agreement to include a growth boundary agreement component. Status: Referred to Governmental Affairs Cmte
HB 483, Crimes and offenses; protections for inspectors of code enforcement (Rep. Brian Prince – D) To provide for protections for inspectors of code enforcement; to provide for definitions; to provide for enhanced penalties for simple assault, aggravated assault, simple battery, battery, and aggravated battery committed upon inspectors of code enforcement in certain circumstances. Status: Referred to Judiciary Non-Civil Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Judiciary Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Withdrawn from General Calendar and Recommitted to Rules Cmte, Original language removed and replaced with librarian language, Passed Cmte as Cmte Substitute, Tabled, Recommitted to Rules Standing Cmte, Passed Rules Standin Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte
HB 521 Local government; deannexation of certain properties (Rep. Victor Anderson – R) 
So as to revise procedures related to the deannexation of certain properties Status: Referred to Governmental Affairs Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to State and Local Governmental Operations, Tabled, Recommitted to State and Local Governmental Operations Cmte

HB 548, To amend an Act creating the Albany-Dougherty Inner City Authority (Rep. Gerald Greene – R) A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act creating the Albany-Dougherty Inner City Authority, approved March 30, (Ga. L. 1977, p. 4220), as amended, particularly by an Act approved May 4, 2017 (Ga. L. 2017, p. 3954), so as to restate the law governing the authority; provide a short title; to provide definitions; to provide for the existence and membership of the authority; to provide for officers; to provide for conflicts of interest; to provide for powers of the authority; to provide for revenue bonds; to provide for rules, regulations, and other procedures; to provide for immunity; to provide for tax exemptions; to provide that authority property is not subject to levy and sale. Status: Referred Intragovernmental Coordination, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to State and Local Governmental Operations

HB 651, Motor vehicles; use of automated traffic enforcement safety devices in school zones (Rep. Alan Powell – R) 
So as to authorize district attorneys, solicitors-general, and prosecuting attorneys to enforce civil monetary penalties relative to the enforcement of laws regarding speeding in a school zone using recorded images Status: Referred to Motor Vehicles Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House by Substitute, Sent to Senate, Referred to Public Safety Cmte, Withdrawn from Public Safety Cmte and Committed to Rules Cmte, Passed Rules Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate by Substitute, Sent to House, House Agreed as Amended by the House, Pending Senate Action

HB 691, Georgia Emergency Management and Homeland Security Agency (Rep. Clint Crowe – R)
So as to provide for the creation of the Georgia Resilience Office under the Georgia Emergency Management and Homeland Security Agency. Status: Referred to Public Safety and Homeland Security Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute

HB 812, Local Governments Proposing Amendments (Rep. Mike Cheokas – R)
So as to revise the process by which a local governing body may propose amendments to state minimum standard codes; to require the approval of the Department of Community Affairs for amendments to such codes; to amend Chapter 7 of Title 12 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to control of soil erosion and sedimentation, so as to revise provisions regarding denial or nonacceptance of permits; to require local issuing authorities to provide rejected permit applicants with a written list of reasons for denial within specified time frames. Status: Referred to Governmental Affairs Cmte

HB 1012, Data Center Construction Prohibition, (Rep. Ruwa Romman – D)
So as to prohibit the construction or development of new data centers until March of 2027. Status: Referred to Government Affairs Cmte

HB 1116, Homeownership Opportunity and Market Equalization Act (Rep. Shaw Blackmon – R)
So as to provide for the acceptance of tax digests in the event of a publication error made by a newspaper; to amend Part 4 of Article 6 of Chapter 2 of Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to financing under the "Quality Basic Education Act," so as to exclude amounts attributable to certain exemptions from ad valorem taxation from the equalized adjusted school property tax digest for the purpose of calculating the local five mill share and equalization grants; to amend Article 1 of Chapter 81 of Title 36 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte
[bookmark: EconDev] 
SB 38, Development impact fees: Education (Greg Dolezal – R) 
[bookmark: _Int_MKfCaHN2]Provide for development impact fees for education. Status: Referred to Economic Development and Tourism Cmte

SB 51, State, County, and Municipal Road System (Sen. Ed Setzler – R) 
Revise contracting procedures related to the acquisition of certain professional services by counties and municipalities. Status: Referred to State and Local Governmental Operations Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Governmental Affairs Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Rules Cmte Recommitted to Governmental Affairs Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte

SB 382 Ad Valorem Property Tax (Sen. Chuck Hufstetler) 
Relating to Ad valorem taxation of property, so as to make the state-wide base year homestead exemption mandatory for all political subdivisions, therefore removing a condition precedent to the call for a referendum for a special district option sales and use tax. Status: Referred to Finance Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Senate to House, Referred to Ways & Means Cmte


SB 422,  Municipal Election Dates (Sen. Timothy Bearden – R)
So as to provide that the date of most municipal elections shall be in even-numbered years; to provide a one-year extension to the terms of office of most municipal officers for the transition of municipalities to even-numbered year election cycles; to provide such extended terms of office shall not apply to certain municipal officers elected to two-year terms of office. Status: Referred to Ethics Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte

SB 458, Home Inspector Licensing Act of Georgia (Sen Russ Goodman – R)
So as to provide for licensure of home inspectors; to provide for reciprocity of licensure; to provide for licensure of companies performing home inspections; to provide for minimum requirements to apply for licensure; to provide for continuing education requirements; to require home inspectors to maintain insurance; to provide for standards of practice and unfair trade practices. Status: Referred to Regulated Industries and Utilities Cmte

Economic Development

HB 51, GEFA Finance of Natural Gas Projects (Rep. James Burchett – R)
So as to authorize GEFA to finance and perform certain duties in connection with projects relating to natural gas. Status: Referred to Natural Resources & Environment Cmte, House withdrawn and recommitted to Rural Development Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate; Referred to Regulated Industries and Utilities Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Recommitted to Natural Resources Cmte	

HB 317, Workforce and Residential Infrastructure District for Georgia Act; enact (Rep. Ron Stephens) 
Relating to local government, so as to provide for a short title; to provide for establishment of community development districts. Status: Referred to Governmental Affairs Cmte, Withdrawn from Governmental Affairs Cmte and Recommitted to Ways and Means Cmte

HB 455, Bingo; properties used for games (Rep. Alan Powell – R) 
So as to provide for the information to be provided on applications for bingo games; to revise the provisions regarding the properties used for bingo games; to revise the limits on the number of bingo game sessions which are allowed per month Status: Referred to Regulated Industries and Utilities Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Economic Development and Tourist Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Tabled, Recommitted to Economic Development and Tourism Cmte

HB 686, Georgia Sports Betting Act; enact (Rep. Marcus Wiedower – R) 
So as to authorize and provide for the regulation and taxation of sports betting in this state; so as to exclude from the definition of "bet" any consideration paid to a sports betting licensee Status: Referred to High Education Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, On House Rules Calendar, Never called for floor vote

HR 450,  General Assembly; authorize sports betting in Georgia (Rep. Marcus Wiedower – R)
A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of Georgia so as to authorize the Georgia General Assembly to provide by general law for sports betting in this state Status: Referred to Higher Education, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte

SB 208, State Government; regulation and taxation of sports betting in this state (Sen. Billy Hickman – R) Relating to gambling, so as to exclude any consideration paid to a sports betting licensee from the definition of "bet" Status: Referred to Regulated Industries and Utilities Cmte

[bookmark: Elections]Elections

SB 270, Elections and Primaries (Sen. Sam Watson – R) 
So as to limit the effective date of rules or regulations adopted by the State Election Board prior to a general primary, general election, or runoff thereof; to provide for notice of such events to candidates and the selection of poll watchers for the same Status: Referred to Ethics Cmte

HB 397, Relating to elections and primaries generally (Rep. Tim Fleming – R)
Relating to elections and primaries generally, so as to allow municipalities to opt in to providing advance voting on Saturdays for municipal elections; to revise provisions related to the timelines for calling special elections and the dates on which special elections can be held. Status: Referred to Governmental Affairs Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Ethics Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate by Substitute, Sent to House for Agree/Disagree

Environmental & Natural Resources

HB 561, Okefenokee Protection Act; enact (Rep. Darlene Taylor – R) 
So as to prohibit the director of the Environmental Protection Division of the Natural Resources Department from issuing, modifying, or renewing any permit or accepting any bond to conduct surface mining operations on Trail Ridge for future permit applications and amendments. Status: Referred to Natural Resources and Environment Cmte

HB 562, Natural Resources, Department of (Rep. Darlene Taylor – R)
So as to provide for a five-year moratorium on the acceptance of applications for new permits and the acceptance of requests to modify existing permits by the Environmental Protection Division of the Department of Natural Resources to expand the area of land affected by surface mining operations on Trail Ridge. Status: Referred to Natural Resources and Environment Cmte

Government – General

HB 1180, Georgia Housing and Finance Authority (Rep. Clint Crowe –R)
Georgia Housing and Finance Authority; eliminate outstanding bond limit. Status: Referred to Government Affairs Cmte

HB 1192, Department of Human Services and Community Health Accounting (Rep. Darlene Taylor – R)
So as to provide for certain accounting practices by the Department of Human Services and the Department of Community Health; to provide for funds for specific purposes. Status: Referred to Health Cmte.

SB 37, Georgia Board for Artificial Intelligence: “AI Accountability Act”: enact (Sen. John Albers – R) 
So as to require that all governmental entities develop and maintain artificial intelligence system usage plans. Status: Referred to Economic Development and Tourism Cmte

SB 189, Department of Community Affairs (Rep. Rick Williams – R) 
So as to provide for the department to develop and maintain a publicly accessible data base of legal notices that are otherwise required by law to be published in a newspaper Status: Referred to Judiciary Cmte

SR 584, Water Management Plan (Sen. Drew Echols – R)
A resolution to ratify amendments to a certain comprehensive statewide water management plan; to provide for force and effect; to provide for construction. Status: Referred to Natural Resources Cmte

SB 398, Wiretapping, Eavesdropping, Surveillance (Sen. Bo Hatchett – R)
So as to establish criminal offenses of virtual peeping, to prohibit the use of a generative artificial intelligence system to generate images of individuals with the knowledge that such generation was without authorization or consent. Status: Referred to Judiciary Cmte.

SB 460, Department Community Health Medicaid Management (Sen. Blake Tillery – R)
So as to provide for the Department of Community Health to determine and verify eligibility of Medicaid applicants and Medicaid recipients and to manage Medicaid enrollment; to transfer certain powers, functions, and duties from the Department of Human Services to the Department of Community Health
 Status: Referred to Health and Human Services Cmte.

SB 461, Department of Human Services Responsible for Medicaid (Sen. Blake Tillery – R)
So as to provide for the Department of Human Services to be the single state agency responsible for the administration of the state Medicaid program; to transfer certain powers, functions, and duties from the Department of Community Health to the Department of Human Services. Status: Referred to Health and Human Services Cmte.
[bookmark: GenHealth]Health – General

HB 102, Community Health; Georgia Quality Reporting Project (Rep. Sharon Cooper – R) 
Provide for the establishment of the Georgia Quality Reporting Projec.t Status: Referred to Public and Community Health Cmte

HB 118, Education; Relating to early care and learning (Rep. Rick Townsend – R)
So as to revise the requirements of childcare learning center and family childcare learning homes; require that such centers and homes maintain at least one portable airway clearance device Status: Referred to Education Cmte

HB 178, Social Services; treatment services under Medicaid; Provisions (Rep. Sharon Cooper - R) 
So as to require the Department of Community Health to submit a Section 1115 waiver request to the federal centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services for a demonstration project to provide treatment services under Medicaid to persons in this state living with HIV. Status: Referred to Public and Community Health Cmte

HB 185, Professions and businesses; the Dietetics Practice Act (Rep. Ginny Ehrhart – R) 
So as to repeal and reenact Chapter 11A, the Dietetics Practice Act, relating to torts. Status: Referred to Regulated Industries Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, House Withdrawn, Recommitted to Regulated Industries, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred Regulated Industries & Utilities, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Senate Tabled, Recommitted to Regulated Industries & Utilities Cmte

HB 251, To provide for certified registered nurse anesthetist to order anesthesia (Lauren McDonald – R)
Relating to nurses, so as provide for a certified registered nurse anesthetist to order and administer anesthesia and an anesthesia plan under certain conditions; to provide for definitions; to provide for liability; to provide for a healthcare facility to adopt policies relating to the provision of anesthesia. Status: Referred to Regulated industries Cmte

HB 373, Insurance; annual prostate cancer screenings for certain men (Rep. Lydia Glaize – D) 
So as to require coverage for annual prostate cancer screenings for certain men; so as to require coverage for annual prostate cancer screenings for certain men. Status: Referred to Insurance Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Insurance & Labor Cmte

HB 420, Require certain health benefit policies to cover genetic testing (Rep. Darlene Taylor – R) 
So as to require certain health benefit policies to cover genetic testing for an inherited mutation and cancer imaging under certain conditions Status: Referred to Insurance Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Recommitted to Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte

HB 520, Georgia Licensed Midwife Act; enact (Rep. Karen Mathiak – R) 
So as to repeal in its entirety Chapter 26, relating to the practice of midwifery; to revise provisions relating to peer review to include midwives Status: Referred to Public and Community Health Cmte, House Withdrawn from Public Health Cmte, Recommitted to Health Cmte

HB 981, Nurse and PA prescriptive authorizations (Rep. Alan Powell – R)
Relating to physicians, assistants, and others, to expand certain advanced practice registered nurse and physician assistant prescriptive authorizations. To increase certain prescriptive authorizations from five-day to 30-day supplies: to remove certain prohibitions on prescriptions for minors, to provide authorization to order stimulants. Status: Referred to Public and Community Health Cmte

HB 991, Tech Contractor Healthcare (Rep. Todd Jones – R)
So as to provide for an exception to the definition of employment for certain services performed by certain healthcare technology platform contractors utilizing a healthcare technology platform company’s application or platform to facilitate such services. Status: Referred to Industry and Labor Cmte.

SB 169, Certain education and training requirements for dry needling (Sen. Shawn Still – R) To require licensed physical therapists who perform dry needling to complete certain education and training requirements; so as to provide for certain education and training requirements for the performance of dry needling Status: Referred to Health and Human Services Cmte

[bookmark: HospitalsCON]Hospitals -- CON (Certificate of Need)

SB 95, Exemption from CON requirements concerning life plan communities (Sen. Ben Watson – R)
Relating to exemptions from the certificate of need program, so as to revise an exemption from certificate of need requirements concerning life plan communities. Status: Referred to Health and Human Services Cmte

[bookmark: Hospitals]Hospitals

HB 170, Insurance; benefit provider to disclose certain payments (Rep. Karen Mathiak – R) 
Relating to authorization and general requirements for transaction of insurance, so as to provide for a benefit provider to disclose certain payments to treating healthcare providers. Status: Referred to Insurance Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte

HB 262, Grant program for purpose of acquiring and installing backup generators (Rep. Angie O'Steen)
So as to provide for a grant program for the purpose of acquiring and installing backup generators; to provide that the department shall consult with the Georgia Emergency Management and Homeland Security Agency in establishing grant criteria. Status: Referred to Rural Development Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, House Postponed; House Withdrawn from Rules Calendar and Recommitted to Rural Development Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Passed House, Senate to Senate, Referred to Health Cmte

HB 298, Requirements for nurse staffing in hospitals (Rep. Trey Kelley – R) 
So as to provide requirements for nurse staffing in hospitals; to require a written nurse services staffing plan; to provide for the establishment of nurse staffing committees. Status: Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte
 
HB 692, Nurses; provisions (Rep. Mark Newton – R) 
So as to require registered professional nurses and advanced practice registered nurses in outpatient settings to immediately notify his or her supervising or delegating physician when he or she is subject to a complaint or report made to the Georgia Board of Nursing. Status: Referred to Health Cmte

SB 80, Tax Credits; the definition of “rural hospital organization” (Sen. Carden Summers – R) 
Relating to eligibility to receive tax credits, so as to revise the definition of "rural hospital organization. Status: Referred to Health and Human Services Cmte

SB 131, Georgia Health Care Professionals Data System; establishment (Sen. Mike Hodges – R)
Relating to Georgia Board of Health Care Workforce, so as to provide for the establishment of the Georgia Health Care Professionals Data System. Status: Referred to Regulated Industries and Utilities Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate by Substitute, Sent to House; Referred to Regulated Industries, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House by Rules Cmte Substitute, Sent to Senate

SB 142, Certain licensure for qualifying international medical graduates (Sen. Kim Jackson – D) 
So as to provide for certain licensure for qualifying international medical graduates; to provide for full licensure under certain conditions. Status: Referred to Regulated Industries & Utilities Cmte

SB 162, Georgia Composite Medical Board; Provide (Rep. Chuck Hufstetler – R)
So as to provide for the board to implement an automated credentialing system for healthcare providers in this state. Status: Referred to Regulated Industries and Utilities Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Public & Community Health, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Withdrawn from Rules Cmte Calendar and Recommitted to Rules Cmte

SB 427, Internationally Trained Physicians (Sen. Ben Watson – R)
So as to provide for limited provisional licenses and a pathway to licensure for certain internationally trained physicians. Status: Referred to Health Cmte

SB 444, Private Review Agents (Sen. Kay Kirkpatrick - R) 
[bookmark: Insurance]So as to provide that certain decisions with regard to the provision of insurance coverage for healthcare services shall not be based solely on artificial intelligence systems, artificial intelligence, or other software tools. Status: Referred to Insurance and Labor Cmte.

Insurance

[bookmark: MentalHealth]Mental Health & Developmental Disabilities

HB 554, APEX Now Program; enact (Rep. Rick Townsend – R) 
So as to enact the "APEX Now Program"; to provide support for mental health services to students and school personnel experiencing incidents of violence, threats of violence, natural disasters, and other crisis situations; to be established within the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities; to provide for a 24 hour online and telephonic hotline. Status: Referred to Education Cmte

HB 612, Behavioral Health Coordinating Council; add member (Rep. Katie Dempsey – R) 
So as to add a member to the Behavioral Health Coordinating Council. Status: Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Insurance & Labor Cmte

HB 657, Substance Abuse Recovery Qualifications (Rep. Leese Hagan – R)
So as to provide for the qualifications of recovery community organizations for substance use; to provide for definitions; to provide for the certification of peer specialists; to provide for the approval of certification training bodies; to designate one state-wide recovery community organization. Status: Referred to Public Health Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Recommitted to Public Health Cmte

HB 1097, Mental Health Workers Background Checks (Rep. Jesse Petrea – R)
So as to provide for criminal background, license status, and registry checks for owners, applicants, and employees of certain mental health facilities; to provide for the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities to submit fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Georgia Crime Information Center for the purpose of background checks to find disqualifying records; to provide for maintenance of personnel files; to provide for procedures relating to applicants or employees with ineligible determinations. Status: Referred to Public and Community Health Cmte.

SB 269, Certain procedures and notifications for involuntary outpatient (Sen. Bo Hatchett – R) 
So as to provide certain procedures and notifications for involuntary outpatient commitments. Status:  Referred to Health & Human Service Cmte
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HB 139, Pharmacies: Prohibit drug manufacturers and wholesaler (Rep. Todd Jones – R)
[bookmark: _Int_5nilnrJJ]To prohibit drug manufacturers and wholesalers from preventing a licensed pharmacy from acquiring and dispensing drugs purchased from entities that participate in particular federal drug discount program. Status: Referred to Health Cmte

SB 60, Pharmacy Benefits Manager (Sen. Chuck Hufstetler) 
So as to provide that such managers have a duty of care to insureds, health plans, and providers. Status: Referred to Insurance and Labor Cmte

[bookmark: PublicHealth]Public Health

HB 43, Disadvantaged Community Drinking Water Program (Rep. Viola Davis – D)
To establish the Disadvantaged Community Drinking Water Program, to provide for requirements. Status: Referred to Natural Resources and Environment Cmte

HB 46, Maternal Mortality Review Cmte (Rep. Viola Davis – D)
To provide for the composition of the Maternal Mortality Review Committee. Status: Referred to Public and Community Health Cmte

HB 83, Cigarette tax increase (Rep. Michelle Au – D)
Increase tax rate on a pack of cigarettes. Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte

HB 84, Increase tax rate on consumable vapor products (Rep. Michelle Au – D)
Relating to taxes on tobacco and vaping products, so as to increase the rate of the tax on consumable vapor products; to provide that the proceeds derived from such increase are intended to be appropriated for healthcare purposes. Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte

HB 96, Revenue and taxation; Pack of cigarettes (Rep. Sam Park – D) 
Relating to taxes on tobacco and vaping products, so as to increase the rate of the tax on each pack of cigarettes to the national average tax on cigarettes. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte

HB 117, Food service establishments (Rep. Jesse Petrea – R) 
So as to require notification of the country of origin of seafood items Status: Referred to Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Interstate Cooperation, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Withdrawn from General Calendar and Recommitted to Rules Cmte, Senate Rules Calendar, Senate Tabled, Recommitted to Rules Cmte, Passed Rules Cmte by Substitute, Passed Senate, Sent to House

HB 124, Insurance for pediatric autoimmune neuropsychiatric disorders (Rep. Mitchell Scoggins – R) 
Relating to requiring coverage for healthcare services for pediatric autoimmune neuropsychiatric disorders such as streptococcal infection (PANDAS). Status: Referred to Insurance Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Insurance & Labor Cmte

HB 173, Education; Department of; Adolescent Vaccinations Information (Rep. Darlene Taylor – R) 
So as to require the Department of Education to provide parents and guardians of students entering the sixth-grade information regarding recommended adolescent vaccinations in print or electronic form. Status: Referred to Education Cmte, withdrawn and recommitted to Public and Community Health Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte
    
HB 440, Providing Effective Access to Cannabis for Health (PEACH) Act (Rep. David Clark – R) 
So as to rename low THC oil as medical cannabis; Relating to offenses against the public health and morals, regulation of controlled substances, and general provisions relative to the Department of Public Health. Status: Referred to Health Cmte

HB 449, Relating to Public Utilities providing water services (Rep. Trey Rhodes – R)	
Relating to public utilities and public transportation, so as to subject certain companies providing water services in this state to regulation by the Public Service Commission; to provide for the review of certain increases to the rates and charges of such companies by the commission; to provide for financial record keeping of such companies; to provide for rules and regulations; to provide for assessments and legislative recommendations by the commission. Status: Referred to Agriculture Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Senate to Senate, Referred to Regulated Industries & Utilities Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Senate Tabled, Recommitted to Regulated Industries Cmte

HB 471, Health; Water safety education video (Rep. Mike Cheokas – R) 
So as to require that licensed general hospitals and birthing centers make available a water safety education video to parents or guardians of newborn infants. Status: Referred to Public and Community Health Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute; Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Sent to Senate, Referred to Health & Human Services, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Senate Tabled, Recommitted to Health & Human Services Cmte

HB 489, End Public Funding of Misinformation Act (Rep. Anne Allen Westbrook – D) 
so as to repeal and reserve Article 2, relating to positive alternatives for pregnancy and parenting grant program. Status: Referred to Public and Community Health Cmte

HB 492, Revenue and taxation (Rep. Clint Crowe – R) 
So as to repeal an exemption for charges paid for continuous use of rooms, lodgings, or accommodations after the first 30 days of continuous occupancy. Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte

HB 500, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Act (Rep. Tyler Paul Smith – R)  
So as to increase access to an amount of benefits; to revise a definition; to increase the lifetime maximum for benefits; to revise the income and resources of an applicant that may be considered to determine eligibility. Status: Referred to Public and Community Health Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte

HB 506, Medicaid coverage for tobacco cessation treatments (Rep. Scott Hilton – R) 
So as to provide Medicaid coverage for tobacco cessation treatments. Status: Referred to Public and Community Health Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed House, Senate to Senate, Referred to Health & Human Services, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte, Senate Tabled

HB 665, Relating to the Department of Public Health (Rep. Derrick McCollum – R)
relating to general provisions of the Department of Public Health, county boards of health, and administration and enforcement, respectively, so as to transfer all authorities and responsibilities relating to environmental health from the county boards of health to the Department of Public Health; to describe responsibilities and authorities of the Department of Public Health related to environmental health. Status: Referred to Public and Community Health

HB 629, Education (Rep. Lee Hawkins – R) 
So as to remove the requirement of having a licensed physician in automated external defibrillator programs. Status: Referred to Health Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte

HB 659, Health; rural assistance (Rep. Gerald Greene --R) 
So as to expand medical education funding and the service cancelable loan program to include optometrists. Status: Referred to Rural Development Cmte

HB 950, Immunization of Students (Rep. Noele Kahaian – R)
So as to require schools and childcare facilities to provide information regarding immunization requirements and exemptions from such requirements to parents and guardians Status: Referred to Education Cmte

HB 958. Taxes on tobacco and vaping products (Rep. Michelle Au - D)
So as to require vapor product manufacturers to disclose ingredients in consumable vapor products distributed, sold or offered for sale in this state. Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte

HB 959,  Taxes on tobacco and vaping products (Rep. Michelle Au – D)
So as to prohibit the sale of any flavored consumable vaping product. Status: Referred to Ways ad Means Cmte

HB 995, Vape Free Schools Grant Program (Rep. Imani Barnes – D) 
So as to provide for the establishment of and purpose for the Vape Free Schools Grant Program; to require public schools with grades nine through 12 to acquire and install vaping detectors and include vaping policy provisions in the student code of conduct. Status: Referred to Education Cmte

HB 1006, First Aid Kit Opioid Antagonist (Rep. Carolyn Hugley – D)
So as to require the inclusion of an opioid antagonist in first aid kits maintained at certain establishments.
Status: Referred to Public and Community Health Cmte

HB 1040, Prohibit Smoking by Government Buildings/Enclosed Public Places (Rep. Michelle Au – D)
So as to prohibit smoking within a 25 foot radius of any state and local government buildings or enclosed public places. Status: Referred to Public and Community Health Cmte

HB 1069, Published Reports on Abortions (Emory Dunahoo – R)
So as to require the Department of Public Health to publish and maintain statistical reports relating to induced terminations of pregnancy notwithstanding requirements on the department for physician confidentiality. Status: Referred to Judiciary Cmte

HB 1096, Public Health Employees Retain annual and sick leave (Rep. Darlene Taylor – R)
Department of Public Health provides that if certain employees of a county board of health become employees of such department, such employees will retain accrued annual and sick leave. Status: Referred to Public and Community Health

SB 205, Insurance; pediatric autoimmune neuropsychiatric disorders (Rep. Sam Watson – R) 
So as to require coverage for healthcare services for pediatric autoimmune neuropsychiatric disorders associated with streptococcal infection (PANDAS) and pediatric acute onset neuropsychiatric syndrome (PANS) in accordance with nationally recognized clinical practice guidelines. Status: Referred to Insurance and Labor Cmte

SB 220, "Putting Georgia's Patients First Act" (Rep. Matt Brass – R)
So as to rename low THC oil as medical cannabis, relating to offenses against the public health and morals. Status: Referred Health and Human Services Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte, Passed Senate, Sent to House, Referred to Regulated Industries, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte

SB 395, Certifying THC Oil Eligibility (Sen. Kay Kirkpatrick-R)
So as to require a physician to submit certain information to the Georgia Composite Medical Board when certifying an individual as eligible for the Low THC Oil Patient Registry. Status: Referred to Health & Human Services Cmte

SB 415, Banning Lab-Grown Meat (Sen. Jason Dickerson – R)
So as to prohibit any person from producing, selling, trading, distributing, or offering to produce, sell, trade, or distribute for human consumption any lab-grown meat. Status: Referred to Agriculture and Consumer Affairs Cmte

[bookmark: StudyCommittee]Study Committees

HR 655, Study Committee on gaming in the state of Georgia (Rep. Alan Powell – R)
To authorize a Study Committee on gaming in the state of Georgia. Status: Referred to Higher Education Cmte

SR 432, Study Committee on Prison Higher Education (Sen. Sally Harrell – D)
A RESOLUTION creating the Senate Higher Education in Prison Study Committee; and for other purposes.
Status: Referred to Rules Cmte

[bookmark: Taxes]Taxes

HB 282, Ad valorem tax; property; change certain definitions - (Rep. Vance Smith – R) 
Relating to ad valorem taxation of property, so as to change certain definitions regarding such taxation. Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte

HB 365, Strategic Industrial Development Enhancement (SIDE) Tax Credit Act;  (Rep. Rick Jasperse – R) So as to create a temporary income tax credit for certain expenditures relating to projects promoting industrial infrastructure enhancement and connectivity to provide for definitions; to provide for eligibility approval by the Department of Community Affairs; to provide for limitations upon such tax credit; to authorize the sale or transfer of unused credits; to provide for an aggregate annual limit; to provide for terms and conditions. Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte

HB 361, Income tax (Rep. Bethany Ballard – R) 
So as to exempt from taxation all income received as retirement benefits derived from service in the armed forces of the United States or the reserve components thereof. Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte

HB 474, Revenue and taxation (Rep. Ron Stephens) 
Relating to county and municipal levies on public accommodations charges for promotion of tourism, conventions, and trade shows, so as to repeal an exemption for charges paid for continuous use of rooms, lodgings, or accommodations after the first 30 days of continuous occupancy. Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte

HB 479, Income tax; allow for tax credits (Rep. John Carson – R) 
So as to allow for tax credits in excess of the amount that can be claimed in a given year to be carried forward to subsequent years. Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte

HB 526, Ad valorem tax (Rep. Mark Newton – R) 
Relating to general provisions relative to ad valorem taxation of property, so as to provide for an extension of preferential assessment periods for certain historic properties. Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte, Passed Cmte by Substitute, Pending Rules Cmte

HB 932 (Rep. Steven Sainz – R)
Revenue and taxation; tax credits for business enterprises; provide that certain military zones qualify for designation as less developed areas during a limited period of time. Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte

HB 1001, Income Tax Reduction (Rep. Wade – R)
This is the Income Tax Reduction to 4.99 percent. The current rate is 5.19 percent. This is the bill that was touted in Kemp's State of the State address. Status: Referred to Ways and Means Cmte

HB 1085, Income Tax Forestry Credits (Rep. Jesse Petrea – R)
Relating to imposition, rate, computation, exemptions, and credits relative to income taxes, so as to provide for various tax credits for forestry and manufacturing facilities. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte.

HB 1101, Ad Valorem Tax Senior Residents (Rep. David Clark – R)
So as to provide for a state-wide homestead tax exemption from ad valorem taxes for a portion of the value of the homestead for certain senior residents. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte.
  
HB 1105, Ad Valorem Tax Education Purposes of 65-Year-Olds (Rep. Dale Washburn – R)
So as to provide an exemption from ad valorem taxation for education purposes of homesteads of qualified individuals who are 65 years of age or older. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte.

HB 1116, Homeownership Opportunity and Market Equalization Act (Rep. Shaw Blackmon – R)
So as to provide for the acceptance of tax digests in the event of a publication error made by a newspaper; to amend Part 4 of Article 6 of Chapter 2 of Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to financing under the "Quality Basic Education Act," to exclude amounts attributable to certain exemptions from ad valorem taxation from the equalized adjusted school property tax digest for the purpose of calculating the local five mill share and equalization grants. Referred to Ways & Means Cmte.
Status:
HB 1177,  Affordable Housing Projects (Rep. Al Williams – D)
So as to provide that certain affordable housing uses of property qualify as projects that may be undertaken by development authorities. Status: Referred to Governmental Affairs Cmte
  
HR 1104, Property Tax Relief (Rep. Dale Washborn – R)
A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution so as to provide that the governing authority of any county or consolidated government shall be authorized to impose a sales and use tax in such county or consolidated government for the purpose of providing property tax relief. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte

HR 1114, Homeowner’s Incentive Adjustment (Rep, Shaw Blackmon – R)
A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution so as to remove the cap on benefits granted pursuant to the Homeowner's Incentive Adjustment clause. Status: Referred to Ways & Means Cmte

SB 392 Budget Act (Sen. John Albers-R)
So as to provide for the application of zero-base budgeting to the budget process: provide for intent, analysis of departmental and program objectives, consideration of alternative funding levels, departmental priority lists, and to repeal conflicting laws. Status: Referred to Appropriations Cmte

SB   State Sales and Use Tax (Sen. Nan Orrock – D)
Relating to general provisions relative to state sales and use taxes, so as to advance the sunset date for the data center equipment sales and use tax exemption. Status: Referred to the Finance Committee

SB 410 State Sales and Use Tax (Sen. Matt Brass – R)
Relating to general provisions relative to state sales and use taxes, so as to repeal the data center equipment sales and use tax exemption; to allow for the continued use of certificates of exemption issued prior to the date of repeal. Status: Referred to Finance Committee

[bookmark: Transportation]Transportation
	
HB 76, Require public hearings for local projects of significant impact (Rep. Stacey Evans – D)
To require public hearings for local transportation projects of significant impact. Status: Referred to Transportation Cmte

Workers’ Comp

HB 1015, Self-insurers Guaranty Trust Fund (Bill Werkheiser – R)
relating to the Self-insurers Guaranty Trust Fund regarding workers' compensation, so as to revise certain funded levels of such fund. Status: Referred to Industry and Labor Cmte, Passed Cmte, Pending Rules Cmte
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